WORLD HISTORY II / CLASS WORK HAND OUT

NAME:

BLOCK:
CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION:
TO WHAT EXTENT WAS SPAIN’S EMPIRE BUILDING STRATEGY EFFECTIVE?

DIRECTIONS: First, read each document on your own & respond to each document’s guiding question as they come to your group. Second, discuss each question within your group
when done reading. Compile the required evidence (direct quotes, image interpretation, etc.) to support your claim-based response to the central historical question.

DOCUMENT 1:
THIS DOCUM ENT IS IN
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DOCUMENT 3:
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DOCUMENT 4:
THIS DOCUM ENT IS IN
RELATION TO:
CIRCLE ONE:

ETHNOCENTRISM
ENCOMIENDA

DOCUMENT 5:
THIS DOCUM ENT IS IN
RELATION TO:
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ETHNOCENTRISM
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DOCUMENT 6:
THIS DOCUM ENT IS IN
RELATION TO:
CIRCLE ONE:

ETHNOCENTRISM
ENCOMIENDA
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DOCUMENT 1: PAPAL BULL INTER CAETERA + NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORT ON INDIGENOUS CALLS FOR REVOCATION OF 1493 PAPAL BULL

PAPAL BULL: ‘INTER CAETERA’
(MODIFIED)
“....We have indeed learned that you, who for a long time had
intended to seek out and discover certain islands and
mainlands remote and unknown and not until now discovered
by others, to the end that you might bring to the indigenous
peoples the worship of our, Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ, and
the profession of the Catholic faith…
…Among other works well pleasing to the Divine Majesty and
cherished of our heart, this assuredly ranks highest, that in our
times especially the Catholic faith and the Christian religion be
exalted and be everywhere increased and spread, that the health
of souls be cared for and that barbarous nations be overthrown
and brought to the faith itself….

NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORT ON INDIGENOUS
CALLS FOR REVOCATION OF 1493 PAPAL BULL
(MODIFIED)
“It was scripted as a moment of high drama in Italy’s Vatican
City. In the fading twilight of Oct. 12, 2001, an indigenous
South American spokesperson for a delegation of indigenous
persons from the Americas approached a Swiss Guard in St.
Peter’s Square and handed him a document for the Pope. It was
a copy of the 1493 papal bull ‘Inter Caetera’, which urged that
the “barbarous nations” of the New World “be overthrown and
brought to the faith….

…the indigenous man said to the guard, ‘On the part of
indigenous persons throughout the world, we call on the Pope
to formally revoke this, which led to our subjugation in the
name of Christianity…In the name of Christ, horrible things
have been done. We’re offering the Catholic Church a chance
……With the Lord's guidance, pursue this holy and
to cleanse that, to say this is not what Jesus stood for.’ He then
praiseworthy undertaking to expand throughout the Americas, asked the guard to inform the Pope of their request, delivered
with the exception of other lands owned by other Christian
on the 508th anniversary of Columbus’ arrival in the
Kings, in a short while your hardships and endeavors will attain Caribbean.”
the most felicitous result, to the happiness and glory of all
Christendom.”
SOURCE: Pope Alexander, 1493. A papal bull is a formal proclamation by the Roman Catholic
Church’s Pope. In this papal bull, Pope Alexander is speaking to the Spanish Empire, addressing the
issue of expansion and conquest in the Americas.

SOURCE: National Catholic Report, 2001. This report was part of the “Burn the Bulls” campaign,
which was a movement made up of primarily indigenous people from North & South America fighting
for the Catholic Church to recognize the atrocities they granted the European Empires to commit in the
name of expansion of their empires.

GUIDING QUESTION: What does the long-stretch of time in between each excerpt imply about the effects of Spain’s empire building strategies?
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DOCUMENT 2: THEODORE DE BRY’s ENGRAVING OF INDIANS TORTURING SPANISH COLONISTS

SOURCE: Theodore
de Bry, 1590. “Indians
thirst Spanish gold, &
the gold was meltedpour. Theodor de Bry’s
America was based on
an eyewitness account of
the Spanish conquest.
This engraving portrays
Indians torturing
Spanish colonist through
various ways (i.e. pour
melted gold,
dismemberment, etc.)
Lurid portrayals
between Spaniards and
natives in the New
World were frequent for
many European artists.
De Bry allegedly based
his illustrations off of
first-hand accounts from
Spanish explorers and
colonists.

GUIDING QUESTION: What does this image and the source informaiton imply about Spain’s empire building strategies?
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DOCUMENT 3: INCAN RELIGIOUS CENTER ARCHITECTURE VS. SPANISH RELIGIOUS CENTER ARCHITECTURE

IMAGE A: Ancient Incan Architecure in Cuzco, Peru.

IMAGE B: Modern Peruvian Architecure, in Cuzco, Peru.

SOURCE: Patrick Flynn, 2009.
IMAGE A is a photo of a religious
center of worship from the time of the
Incan Empire’s golden age. The photo
was taken in Cuzco, no more than 20
minutes from where the photo in
IMAGE B was shot. IMAGE B is a
religious center in Cuzco, built in the
1600’s.

GUIDING QUESTION: What does the juxtaposition, or
comparison, of the two images imply about the effectiveness of
Spain’s empire building?
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DOCUMENT 4: BARTOLOM E DE LAS CASAS DETAILS THE DEVASTATION OF THE NATIVE INDIGENOUS OF THE AM ERICAS BY THE SPANIARDS
BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS: BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE DEVASTATION OF THE INDIES (MODIFIED)

“Yet into this sheepfold, into this land of meek outcasts there came some Spaniards who
immediately behaved like ravening wild beasts, wolves, tigers, or lions that had been starved for
many days. And Spaniards have behaved in no other way during tla! past forty years, down to the
present time, for they are still acting like ravening beasts…They attacked the towns and spared
neither the children nor the aged nor pregnant women nor women in childbed, not only
stabbing them and dismembering them but cutting them to pieces as if dealing with sheep in the
slaughter house.…
After the wars and the killings had ended, when usually there survived only some boys, some
women, and children, these survivors were distributed among the Christians to be slaves….The
purpose was that these distributed Indians were to be instructed in the articles of the Christian
Faith…..

	
  

….And the care they took was to send the men to the mines to dig for gold, which is intolerable labor, and to send the women
into the fields of the big ranches to hoe and till the land, work suitable for strong men…And the men died in the mines and the
women died on the ranches from the same causes, exhaustion and hunger. And thus was depopulated that island which had been
densely populated….
The reason the Christians have murdered on such a vast scale and killed anyone and everyone in their way is purely and simply
greed. . . . Their insatiable greed and overweening ambition know no bounds; the land is fertile and rich, the inhabitants simple,
forbearing and submissive.”
SOURCE: Bartolome de las Casas, 1542. Brief Account of the Devastation of the Indies. Bartolome was a Spanish Friar who served as a missionary on the early explorations of
the Americas. His report of the Spanish treatment of the Natives Americans led to internal conflict and divide within European empires over the issue of what constitutes slavery. His account is
largely responsible for the passage of the new Spanish colonial laws known as the New Laws of 1542, which abolished native slavery for the first time in European colonial history. Theodor de
Bry later depicted the images described by Las Casas in copper plate engravings that helped expand the “Black Legend” movement against Spain. The “Black Legend” was a movement led by
other European powers designed to shut down and ruin the public image of the Spanish empire, depicting as anti-Christian empire, as the Catholic church proclaimed that only those who reject
the Christian faith should be enslaved.

GUIDING QUESTION: Using the source information, explain how the Spanish treatment of the Native / indigenous problematic may have been problematic for their empire?
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DOCUMENT 5: FUNERAL OF THE SAPA INCA ATAHUALPA

SOURCE: Luis Montero, 1868. Los funerales de Atahualpa. The Spanish executing the last Inca Emperor Atahualpa in 1533. He was threatened with death by burning, which, in
his beliefs, would prevent his soul going to the afterlife. He was offered death by strangling if he would convert to Catholicism. He agreed, and was killed that way. This painting of
Atahualpa’s funeral portrays a grieving Incan empire clashing with a ruling, Christian group of Spanish friars and conquistadors.

GUIDING QUESTION: According to Luis Montero’s depiction of Atahualpa funeral, why do you think the Spanish took part in Atahualpa’s funeral ceremony?

WORLD HISTORY II / CLASS WORK HAND OUT

DOCUMENT 6: ENCOMIENDA OR SLAVERY? – THE SPANISH CROWN’S CHOICE OF LABOR ORGANIZATION IN 16TH CENTURY SPANISH AMERICA

QUEEN OF SPAIN’S LETTER TO THE COLONISTS
(MODIFIED)

“Compel

the Indians…to work
on their buildings, and
to gather and mine the gold
…and to till the fields and
produce food.”
SOURCE: Queen of Spain, Isabella, 1503. The Catholic Church, whom the
Spanish Empire followed the rule of, had determined that only those who rejected
the Catholic rule were subject to slavery, and that slavery could not be practiced
on those willing to follow the Christian tradition. After Columbus could not find
large gold deposits in Hispaniola and needed more people to extract gold from the
land throughout the Americas, Queen Isabella consulted the Catholic Church,
who ruled that Indians were not slaves. She then wrote this letter to the Spanish
governor of the Spanish colonies in the Indies, ordering him to compel the
Indians to work the land.

GUIDING QUESTION: Does the Spanish Empire appear to have a smooth, or easy process in terms of their system of labor? Yes or no. How so?
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HOMEWORK
SPANISH EMPIRE: ENCOMIENDA & ETHNOCENTRISM
CREATE-A-CLAIM
In today’s class you created a rough claim in response to the Central Historical Question: “To what extent was Spain’s empire-building strategy effective?”
For your homework tonight, you need to refine and type your claim. We will be working on claim writing for much of this year’s course.
A high-quality claim:
- is no more than one paragraph ( ½ - 2/3rd’s of a page)
- addresses multiple perspectives.
- specifically cites at least two pieces of evidence.
We will be using these claims in the following class.

