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NAME:                BLOCK: 
 

CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION 
WHO IS THE  MORE “ENLIGHTENED” THINKER: HOBBES OR LOCKE? 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read the following (modified) quotes from each thinker/philosopher of the Enlightenment. You are not directly answering the 
central historical question, but you should keep this question in mind as you read and respond to the subsequent chart on the back.  
 
THOMAS HOBBES 

          Thomas Hobbes, born in Westport, 
England, on April 5, 1588, was known for his 
views on how humans could thrive in harmony 
while avoiding the perils and fear of societal 
conflict. His experience during a time of upheaval 
in England influenced his thoughts, which he 
captured in The Elements of Law (1640); De Cive 
[On the Citizen] (1642) and his most famous 

work, Leviathan (1651). Hobbes died in 1679. 

JOHN LOCKE 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  John Locke, born on August 29, 1632, in 
Wrington, Somerset, England, went to 
Westminster school and then Christ Church, 
University of Oxford. At Oxford he studied 
medicine, which would play a central role in his 
life. He became a highly influential philosopher, 
writing about such topics as political philosophy, 
epistemology, and education. Locke's writings 

helped found modern Western philosophy. 
 

ON REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 
(REPRESENTATION) 
"All mankind is in a perpetual and restless desire for power... that 
stops only in death." Consequently, giving power to the individual 
would create a dangerous situation that would start a "war of every 
man against every man" and make life "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, 
and short.	  'For what is to divide the Power of a Commonwealth but to 
dissolve it; for Powers divided mutually destroy each other….for what 
is to divide the Power of a Commonwealth but to dissolve it; for 
Powers divided mutually by the will of the people will in turn destroy 
each other." 
 

ON REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 
(REPRESENTATION) 
“It is true, governments cannot be supported without great charge, 
and it is fit every one who enjoys his share of the protection, should 
pay out of his estate his proportion for the maintenance of it. But still 
it must be with his own consent, i.e. the consent of the majority, 
giving it either by themselves, or their representatives chosen by them: 
for if any one shall claim a power to lay and levy taxes on the people, 
by his own authority, and without such consent of the people, he, the 
ruler, thereby invades the fundamental law of property, and subverts 
the government’s purpose of protecting those who have created it. 

ON HUMAN NATURE: 
“…Because the condition of man (as hath been declared in the 
precedent chapter) is a condition of war of every one against every one, 
in which case every one is governed by his own reason, and there is 
nothing he can make use of that may not be a help unto him in 
preserving his life against his enemies; it follows that in such a 
condition every man has a right to every thing, even to one another's 
body. And therefore, as long as this natural right of every man exists, 
there can be no security to any man…” 
 
 

ON HUMAN NATURE: 
“A state also of equality, wherein all the power and jurisdiction is 
reciprocal, no one having more than another, there being nothing 
more evident than that creatures of the same species and rank, 
promiscuously born to all the same advantages of Nature, and the use 
of the same faculties, should also be equal one amongst another, 
without subordination or subjection, unless the lord and master of 
them all should, by any manifest declaration of his will, set one above 
another, and confer on him, by an evident and clear appointment, an 
undoubted right to dominion and sovereignty.” 

ON SECULARISM:  
“But as for disagreement between the laws of God and the civil laws of 
the sovereign, the laws of God, which must in no wise be disobeyed, 
are those which are necessary to salvation; and these are summed up 
in the will to obey the law of God and the belief that Jesus is the 
Christ. But the private man may not set up to judge whether the 
ordinance of the sovereign be against the law of God or whether the 
doctrine which he impose consist with the belief that Jesus is the 
Christ…” 

ON SECULARISM:  
“First, because the care of souls is not committed to the civil 
magistrate, any more than to other men. It is not committed unto 
him, I say, by God; because it appears not that God has ever given any 
such authority to one man over another as to compel anyone to his 
religion. Nor can any such power be vested in the magistrate by the 
consent of the people, because no man can so far abandon the care of 
his own salvation as blindly to leave to the choice of any other, 
whether prince or subject, to prescribe to him what faith or worship 
he shall embrace.…” 
 

ON LIBERTY  
“Liberty is absence of impediments to motion. It is consistent with 
fear, also with necessity; for a voluntary act is yet necessary as having a 
cause which is a link in a chain of causes up to the First Cause, which 
is God. But men have created artificial impediments or bonds called 
laws. The liberty of the subject lies only in such things as the sovereign 
has pretermitted, for he hath power to regulate all, even life and death, 
at his own will. The liberty praised in Rome and Athens was the 
liberty of the commonwealth as against other commonwealths.” 

ON LIBERTY:  
The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on 
earth, and not to be under the will or legislative authority of man, but 
to have only the law of nature for his rule. The liberty of man, in 
society, is to be under no other legislative power, but that established, 
by consent, in the commonwealth; nor under the dominion of any 
will, or restraint of any law, but what that legislative shall enact, 
according to the trust put in it. A liberty for every one to do what he 
lists, to live as he pleases, and not to be tied by any law without reason.  
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