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HAITIAN REVOLUTION:  
OPTIONS FOR THE FORMERLY ENSLAVED IN A POST-SLAVERY SAINT DOMINGUE 

PART I.  
 
DIRECTIONS:  Read the documents below and respond to the following guiding questions.  
 
DOCUMENT A: TREATMENT OF SLAVES IN SAINT DOMINGUE (SECONDARY) 
 
“Violence was a central part of planation society in Saint Domingue. Masters and their employers maintained estate discipline 
through the regular torture and execution of rebellious field workers. Slave-masters often carried out punishments publicly to 
terrorize other slaves, forcing them to watch and sometimes to participate. Provisions in the Code Noir  that limited 
acceptable forms of torture to whipping were never effectively enforced. 
 
SOURCE : Laurent Dubois & John D. Garrigus, 2006. Slave Rebellion in the Caribbean: 1789 – 1804 – A Brief 
History with Documents. 
 
DOCUMENT B:  CONDITIONS OF SLAVERY IN SAINT DOMINGUE, 1785 (PRIMARY) 
 
 “They were about a hundred men and women of different ages, all occupied in digging ditches in a cane-field, the majority of 
them naked or covered with rags. The sun shone down with full force on their heads. Sweat rolled from all parts of their bodies. 
Their limbs, weighed down by the heat, fatigued with the weight of their picks and by the resistance of the clayey soil baked 
hard enough to break their implements, strained themselves to overcome every obstacle. A mournful silence reigned. Exhaustion 
was stamped on every face, but the hour of rest had not yet come. The pitiless eye of the Manager patrolled the gang and several 
foremen armed with long whips moved periodically between them, giving stinging blows to all who, worn out by fatigue, were 
compelled to take a rest—men or women, young or old.” 
 
SOURCE : Girod-Chantrans, 1785. Chantrans was a Swiss traveler and naturalist known for his pioneer research 
in the field of phycology. 
 
 
1.) In your own words, describe the conditions of slavery according to each document. 
 

DOCUMENT A DOCUMENT B 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2.) Is Document A reliable? How does Document B impact the reliability of Document A? ( sourcing)  
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PART II.  
 
DIRECTIONS:  Upon the abolition of slavery in 1794, Saint Domingue was st i l l  a colony of France, and not an 
independent nation that shared the same rights as those living in France, especially for the radical formerly-
enslaved people. Given the circumstances, the primary question at hand was, “What is next?”  For the enslaved 
people of Saint Domingue, (now referred to as formerly -enslaved people) the social revolution had taken place 
and now many had to consider various options for the future of the revolution’s progress. Below are options from 
the perspective of former slaves. Read OPTION #1 & #2  below and respond to the following questions.  
 

OPTION #1: REBUILD THE COLONIAL ECONOMY 
 
 “Fellow citizens, rejoice! We have achieved our freedom! No longer will the yoke of slavery hang heavy 
around our necks. We are now free men and women, equal to any white. We will enshrine these principles in our 
constitution and preserve them for eternity. We are now masters of our own destiny. 
 
 We must take steps to rebuild the colony and return Saint-Domingue to its former splendor. We must 
resuscitate the plantation system and focus our economic efforts on foreign trade. All citizens must participate in 
this effort. Do not become lazy now that the master’s whip no longer threatens you! Every able man, woman, and 
child must return to work. We must welcome back the whites, who can provide money and business expertise. 
We must stop the fighting in the countryside and bring peace to our new society. We must do this as citizens 
France can be proud to call her own. 
 
 At the same time, we must be aware that France is subject to sudden changes in government. We must 
know that her policy towards us may change at a moment’s 
notice. To protect ourselves, we must do three things. First, we must cultivate trade and diplomatic relations with 
other powers, such as the United States and Britain, to reduce our dependence on the mother country. Second, 
we must remain a French colony but in a way that maintains our French trade privileges and protections while 
also giving us some autonomy from French control. Finally, we must produce crops for export. This is the only 
way to provide the funds we need to keep our military strong and able to protect us. 
 
 The victory has been won, citizens. Now is the time to take the necessary steps to protect our new-found 
freedom. Join with me to build a glorious future for Saint-Domingue and for France!” 
 
1.) What are four claims underlying Option #1? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) What is the plan of action & justification for the actions of Option #1? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.) On the socio-political spectrum, how would you categorize the views within this option? 
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OPTION #2: RECLAIM THE LAND  
 
 Brothers and sisters, our fight is not yet won. Ten long years of fighting and our condition remains the 
same. We work other people’s land for their purposes. Today we receive a wage for our labors and our leaders tell 
us we are free. But this is not freedom! We are not free if we cannot choose to live the way we want to live and 
own the land that we work. 
 
 Our leaders have become plantation owners themselves and they have lost sight of the ultimate goal of this 
struggle. This isn’t about changing the conditions under which we labor, it is about removing all conditions put 
on us by others. It is about laying claim to lands that are soaked in the blood of our ancestors. It is about owning 
the land and the fruits of our labor for our own purposes. 
 
 Toussaint, like the whites before him, wants to exploit us to the benefit of himself, his generals, and 
France. Toussaint is playing a tricky political game that he will lose. We cannot trust the Europeans. France 
intends to reestablish slavery here. It is only a matter of time. We must declare independence so that French 
leaders can make no claim on this land. We must also rid Saint-Domingue of all white colonists. They will only 
continue to subjugate the people of Saint-Domingue and give France an excuse to exert its will here. 
 
 France will most certainly oppose our independence and we must be willing to fight and die for our 
freedom. This is a fight to the death; there can be no compromise. If we do not demand this freedom from our 
leaders and from France, our struggle will be lost. 
1.) What are four claims underlying Option #2? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) What is the plan of action & justification for the actions of Option #2? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.) On the socio-political spectrum, how would you categorize the views within this option? 
 
 
 
 

MORE ON OTHER SIDE à à 
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PART III . 
 
DIRECTIONS: In no more than seven sentences, using language from the provided documents & options, 
decide which option you  would take if you were in the position of the formerly enslaved people during the 
revolution and explain why  in the space provided. 
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 


