WORLD HISTORY II / HOMEWORK HAND OUT

NAME:

BLOCK:
CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION
TO WHAT EXTENT WAS LOUIS XIV AN ABSOLUTE RULER OF FRANCE?

DIRECTIONS: Go to this link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Louis_XIV_of_France.jpg for a more accurate and
detailed view of the picture below. Read pages 516 to 517 and then analyze the image of LOUIS XIV below using the
S.I.G.H.T. Method. Respond to the corresponding questions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LOUIS XIV, KING OF FRANCE
SOURCE: Hyacinthe Rigaud, 1701 Louis
XIV commissioned Hyacinthe Rigaud to create
of him. The portrait is one of pomp and
pageantry in which the French king is
surrounded by the ceremonial objects of rule.
At the same time, the casual treatment of these
objects lends the image an air of informality
that not only suggests the king’s gentlemanly
demeanor, but also implies the innateness of
his authority.
In his right hand, Louis casually holds the
royal scepter, inverted as if a walking stick. The
point of the scepter rests on a cushion, where
the king’s crown is also set. Louis wears his
majestic coronation robes, embroidered with
the royal fleur-de-lis and lined with ermine,
carefully draped to reveal his shapely legs (a
possible reference to his dancing skills) as well
as the hilt of a sword at his left hip. The
nonchalance with which the king wears the
weapon belies the tremendous significance of
the object. This is not just any sword, but the
so-called sword of Charlemagne, used in the
	
   coronation ceremonies of the kings of France.
The image contains several references to Louis XIV’s coronation, the one-time event that officially
legitimated his power. However, the portrait also played a role in the ongoing spectacle that encompassed
nearly every aspect of the king’s life at the palace of Versailles from the 1680s onward. There Louis’s daily
activities became part of a grand performance. Everything from the king’s morning toilette to his evening meal
was ritualized and enacted before an audience, the size of which varied according to privilege. Rigaud’s
portrait, originally intended as a gift for the king of Spain, ultimately remained in France, where it served in
rituals of statehood carried out in the throne room at Versailles. When Louis XIV was absent from court, the
portrait was brought into the chamber as his representative. As such, it was to be treated with the same respect
accorded the living king. Rules of etiquette applied equally to both. So, for instance, one would no more turn
his or her back on the portrait of the king than on the king himself.
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DIRECTIONS: Use the acronym, S.I.G.H.T. to help you analyze the message that the artist is trying to convey.
S.I.G.H.T & RESPOND

Scan for important details
- What

information can you gather from the things that jump out?

Identify the topic or issue
- What is the main issue that the artist is depicting?

Guess the intent of the artist
- Why did you think the artist created this image?

Hear the voices
- What might the people in the image be saying?

Title for the image
- What would be the most accurate title for this image?
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TEXT READING
1.) According to the information in the reading in pages 516 – 517, why do you think Louis XIV felt it necessary to have
images of himself like this created? Was there any purpose? How does this image connect to the concept of absolutism?

