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NAME:                     BLOCK: 
 

THE ENGLISH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
LIFE BEFORE  THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read and annotate the 
excerpt below and respond to the following 
guiding question. 
 
 Before the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution, England was a quite different 
place to the one that exists today. 
Industrialization brought with it new types of 
roads, trains and many other forms of 
communications which simply did not exist 
prior to industrialization.  
 
 Communication was difficult prior to 
the Industrial Revolution. Keeping in touch 
with people in other parts of the country served to be a complex task. News spread by travellers or through 
messengers, while goods were distributed largely within the local areas in which they were produced. 
 
 Due to the complexities of travel, people had to rely upon themselves and their communities to provide 
the vast majority of the things that they needed. Food was produced locally, agriculture could provide for only a 
few large commercial towns. Clothing was made locally, making use of animal hides and furs: nylon wasn't an 
option and cotton wasn't imported in large quantities until developments enabled mass production of goods. 
 
 Life was, for the majority of the population, the life of a farmer. By the 18th century the feudal system was 
long gone, but a similar system wherein people were reliant upon each other and their master was still in practice. 
In general, people worked in villages and small towns, working the land and relying upon the local community to 
provide for them. Some people were fortunate enough to benefit from imported goods, which came into ports 
such as London and Bristol in increasing quantities from the Elizabethan age onwards. What was manufactured 
was done making use of natural elements. Windmills for example could make the life of a miller easier. 
 
 Education was poor, only the rich being catered for by nannies and private tutors received a proper 
education. While there were schools and several universities, the ordinary farmer did not have access to such 
structured settings of education. The level of influence a person had in society was primarily based upon land 
ownership and military accomplishments, while women and ordinary men did not have as much influence. Life as 
a result was a constant battle against famine, a wicked landlord, overwork and sheer bad luck. Yet, the English 
Industrial Revolution would change only some of these worries.        
 
1.) In your own words, describe the quality of life and the quality of work based on the excerpt.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE ON BACK ! ! 
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DIRECTIONS: Read pages 633 to 637 and write a letter from the perspective of an eldery (85 years old) and 
successful British entrepreneur in the 1830’s to a young farmer in the non-industrialized German Confederation 
(modern day Germany), describing the how much has changed in England in just one lifetime. In addition, 
provide entrepreneurial advice to the young German farmer on how to help Germany industrialize. Be prepared 
to share your letter with the rest of class.  
 
Correctly use the words/phrasing below to write your letter. 
 
Industrial Revolution  Seed Drill Crop Rotation  Livestock Breeding Factors of Production 
 
Entrepreneur  Road System Reform  Railway Age  Factory  Industrialization  
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