
 WORLD HISTORY II | THE NEW AGE OF IMPERIALISM / DAY 3 CLASSWORK & HOMEWORK 

NAME:                     BLOCK: 

ENGLISH MOTIVATION OF IMPERIALISM:  
WAS ENGLAND MOTIVATED BY THE “WHITE MAN’S BURDEN”? 

 
 
 LESSON OBJECTIVE  
1.)  IDENTIFY the motivations of  Engl ish Imperial ism 
 
2.)  APPRAISE the primary motivation of Engl ish Imperial ism 
 
PART I: DO NOW & DEBRIEF 
DIRECTIONS: Read the prompt on the screen and respond in the space below. Add any insightful comments 
from the brief debrief of the Do-Now. 
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WHITE MAN’S BURDEN: 
                
 
                
 

Above is an advertisement for soap that uses the popular concept of “The White Man’s 
Burden.” Why do you think this phrase was advertised? 
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DIRECTIONS: Read each document. Identify the motive of imperialism to be 
detected within each document. Then, support you response with textual evidence. 
DOCUMENT A: THE LONDON TIMES  
  
 No one who has studied history would dream of arguing that the English 
went to India intent on helping Indians. The English took direct control of India 
because the development of their trade depended on it. They drove out their 
European competitors and destroyed inefficient local administrations.  
 
 And nothing was more disorganized than the goals of the English conquest of 
India. The English began a system of education but not because they wanted to 
educate their new subjects. Instead, they needed educated Indians to work in their 
administration. The English trained many to be colonial officials, but not because 
they wanted to teach Indians how to govern themselves. Instead, they knew that 
without Indian aid they could not develop their own rule. They taught Indians how 
to fight like them, only so the Indians could uphold English control.  
 
 
SOURCE: The London Times – “British Control Over India,” May 24th, 1911.  
 
 
1.) According to this document, what is the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 
 
 
 
 
2.) Highlight or underline the word or phrase that supports your decision.   
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DOCUMENT B : ABC FOR BABY PATRIOTS 

 
SOURCE: Mary Francis Ames, 1899. Born Mary Frances Leslie Miller, authored 
and illustrated children's books as Ernest Ames or Mrs. Ernest Ames. An ABC, for 
Baby Patriots  was used for teaching children the alphabet. 
 
1.) According to this document, what was the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 
 
 
 
2.) What part of this document supports our decision? 
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DOCUMENT C: ELIMINATION OF THE PRACTICE OF SATI (MODIFIED) 
 
Henceforth, herein lies a regulation for declaring the practice of sati, or of burning or 
burying alive the widows of Hindus, illegal, and punishable by the criminal courts, 
passed by the governor-general in council on 4 December 1829. 
 
I. The practice of sati, or of burning or burying alive the widows of Hindus, is 
revolting to the feelings of human nature; it is nowhere enjoined by the religion of 
the Hindus as an imperative duty 
 
II. The practice of sati, or of burning or burying alive the widows of Hindus, is hereby 
declared illegal, and punishable by the criminal courts. 
 
 
SOURCE: Lord William Cavendish Bentick, 1829. Legal act passed by British East 
India company forbidding the practice of Sati. Sati was a Hindu funeral practice in 
which a recently widowed woman sets herself on fire, typically on her deceased 
husband’s burning corpse. 
 
1.) According to this document, what was the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) Highlight or underline the word or phrase that supports your decision. 
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DOCUMENT  D: THOMAS BABINGTON MACAULAY 
 
It is scarcely possible to calculate the benefits which we might derive from the 
diffusion of European civilisation among the vast population of the East. It would be 
far better for us that the people of India were ruled by their own kings, but wearing 
our textiles, and working with our cutlery, than that they were paying their respect to 
English magistrates, but were too ignorant to value, or too poor to buy, English 
manufactures. To trade with civilised men is infinitely more profitable than to govern 
savages.  
 
SOURCE :  Thomas Babington Macaulay, from a speech in Parliament in 1833. 
Between 1834 and 1838 he lived in Calcutta and served on the British “Supreme 
Council for India.” 
 
 
 
1.) According to this document, what is the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 
 
 
 
 
2.) Highlight or underline the word or phrase that supports your decision. 
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DOCUMENT  E: RICHARD BOURKE 
 
“We are determined as long as sun shines in heaven to hold India. Our national 
character, our commerce, demands it; and we have, one way or another, £250 
millions of English capital fixed in the country.”   
 

SOURCE: Richard Bourke, Viceroy Mayo, 1872. Richard Bourke, 6th Earl of 
Mayo, was a massively important international diplomat and arguably the third most 
powerful person in the British Empire after Queen Victoria and the Prime Minister.  
  

1.) According to this document, what is the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 
 
 
 
2.) Highlight or underline the word or phrase that supports your decision.  
 
DOCUMENT F: JOHN HOBSON 
 
“Although the new imperialism been bad business for the nation, it has been good 
business for certain classes and certain trades within the nation. The vast expenditute 
on armaments, the costly wars, the grave risks and embarrassments of foreign policy, 
the stoppage of political and social reforms within Great Britain, though fraught with 
great injury to the nation, have served well the present teacher business interests of 
certain industries and professors. 
 

SOURCE: John A Hobson, a British economist and writer, published Imperialism: A 
Study in 1902.   
  

1.) According to this document, what is the primary motivation for English 
imperialism in India? 

 
 
2.) Highlight or underline the word or phrase that supports your decision. 
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DIRECTIONS: For the past two lessons we have examined the methods of English imperialism in India and 
motivations behind English imperialism. Using notes from the past two lessons, complete the chart below by 
listing (in bullet-point form) the various types  of method(s) and motivation(s) behind English imperialism in 
India and the evidence  you have to back up your reasoning. 
 
 For example, if you believe warfare was a method of English imperialism, write “WARFARE: Document X 
depicts the brutal method of…….Therefore, this is evidence of warfare used as a method of English imperialism. 
 
 **Tomorrow, we will be examining the Indian response to English imperialism. You do not have to fill out 
this column for your homework tonight.** 

ENGLISH IMPERIALISM  
IN INDIA 

METHODS MOTIVATIONS RESPONSE 
   


