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NAME:

BLOCK:

CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION:
WHY WRITE OBJECTIVE HISTORY?

ACTIVITY RATIONALE: If we have established that it is important for historians to do their
best to write the most objective history they can, then it is equally important to question why
writing objective history matters. In other words, what are the implications of writing a subjective
history? Why should historians think historically in order to write an objective history? Does it
really matter? What are the consequences of accepting a history that is primarily subjective?
DIRECTIONS: Review the questions on the right before watching the video and keep them in
mind while watching. Make any useful notes in the margin while watching. Respond to the
questions when done. We will discuss as a class.
**script for video is on the last page**

1947 MERCATOR MAP
OF THE WORLD

1974 PETERS
PROJECTION MAP
OF THE WORLD
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GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR MINI-DISCUSSION
1.) Created in the 16th century at the height of what is commonly referred
to as the “Age of Exploration,” the Mercator Map was used by many
European explorers. Do you think European exploration during this time
period would have been different if most explorers were using the Peters
Projection Map? If yes, how so? If no, why not?

2.) To what extent do you agree with Salvatore Natoli’s claim:
“In our society we unconsciously equate size with importance and
even power.”
Why?

3.) CLAIM: Cultures with long documented histories of great and
consistent power tend to be viewed as inherently powerful or more naturally
deserving of power. The flipside of this is that cultures that do not possess
long documented histories of power tend to be viewed as inherently weaker
and less naturally deserving of power.
- Do you agree?
- If yes, what is problematic about this?
- Does this claim support the need for writing objective history?
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HOMEWORK
ACTIVITY RATIONALE: We are moving into our brief study and summer-reading review of
Richard Kim’s “Lost Names.” His story, while fictional in technical form, is largely based on his
experience as a young boy under the colonization of Imperial Japan. A primary theme of Lost
Names is identity. Why should we spend time thinking about identity in a World History class?
Does one’s identity have anything to do with history? How is identity constructed by history? How
is history constructed by identity? Is there an interdependent relationship between construction
of history and identity? To begin exploring these questions, and to help me, your teacher, get a
better understanding of who you are as a person, you are going to complete what is called an,
“Identity Chart.”
DIRECTIONS: Using the model on the other page, fill out the identity chart to the best of your
ability. Take a moment and reflect on who you are and all the things that define you as a person.
Respond to the subsequent questions.
1.) To what extent does your personal history (i.e. ancestry, place of origin, landmark events, etc.)
define or make up your identity?

2.) Do you think your knowledge of your own identity impacts your decision-making in life? In
other words, do you behave a certain way because you believe it fits your understanding of who
you are?

3.) What do you think Richard Kim’s identity chart would consist most of?
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IDENTITY CHART: WHO AM I?
ASSIGNMENT RATIONALE
Create an identity chart to help answer the question: Who am I? I, as your teacher,
am still trying to get to know who you are. In addition, we’re wrestling with this issue
of identity and how it is connected to the development of Modern World History.
So, in order to get two birds with one stone (i.e. do two different things in one effort),
your job is to create an identity chart. If you are unsure of how to create one, here are
two examples, one from a former student and my identity chart:
FORMER STUDENT:

MR. FLYNN:

CREATE YOURS ON BACK !
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(YOUR NAME)
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WEST WING SCRIPT: PETERS PROJECTION VS. MERCATOR MAP
[Scene]
C.J.: Hi, I'm sorry. I'm sorry to be late.
FALLOW: Not a problem.
C.J.: I'm C.J. Craig.
FALLOW: Of course you are. I'm Dr. John Fallow. This is Dr. Cynthia Sayles [C.J. and Sayles shake hands], and
Professor Donald Huke. [C.J. and Huke shake hands]
C.J.: Huke?
HUKE: Huke.
C.J.: Okay, and you are the Organizations of Cartographers for Social Equality.
FALLOW: Well, we're from the OCSE. We have many members.
C.J.: How many?
FALLOW: 4300 dues paid members.
C.J.: What are the dues?
FALLOW: 20 dollars a year for the newsletter.
C.J.: Let's start. [Enter Josh]
JOSH: Wait. Wait, I want to see this.
C.J.: This is Josh Lyman
FALLOW: Indeed you are.
C.J.: This is Josh Fallow.
JOSH: Hi.
C.J.: And his merrymen. [Josh shakes their hands] Shall we begin?
FALLOW: Yes. [C.J. and Josh sit down]
FALLOW: Plain and simple, we'd like President Bartlet to aggressively support legislation that would make it
mandatory for every public school in America to teach geography using the Peters Projection Map instead of the
traditional Mercator.
JOSH: Give me 200 bucks and it's done.
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HUKE: Really?
C.J.: No. Why are we changing maps?
SAYLES: Because, C.J., the Mercator Projection has fostered European imperialist attitudes for centuries and
created an ethnic bias against a Third World.
C.J.: Really? [Fallow brings the map up on the projector.]
FALLOW: The German cartographer, Mercator, originally designed this map in 1569 as a navigational tool for
European sailors.
HUKE: The map enlarges areas at the poles to create straight lines of constant bearing or geographic direction.
SAYLES: So, it makes it easier to cross an ocean.
FALLOW: But...
C.J.: Yes?
FALLOW: It distorts the relative size of nations and continents.
C.J.: Are you saying the map is wrong?
FALLOW: Oh, dear, yes. Uh, look at Greenland.
C.J.: Okay...
FALLOW: Now look at Africa.
C.J.: Okay...
FALLOW: The two landmasses appear to be roughly the same size.
C.J.: Yes.
FALLOW: Would it blow your mind if I told you that Africa is in reality fourteen times larger? [Josh nudges C.J.
with his knee, C.J. pushes him back.]
C.J.: Yes.
SAYLES: Here we have Europe drawn considerably larger than South America when at 6.9 million square miles
South America is almost double the size of Europe's 3.8 million.
HUKE: Alaska appears three times as large as Mexico, when Mexico is larger by 0.1 million square miles.
SAYLES: Germany appears in the middle of the map when it's in the northernmost quarter of the Earth.
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JOSH: Wait, wait. Relative size is one thing, but you're telling me that Germany isn't where we think it is?
FALLOW: Nothing's where you think it is.
C.J.: Where is it?
FALLOW: I'm glad you asked. The Peters Projection. [C.J. and Josh lean forward.]
SAYLES: It has fidelity of axis.
HUKE: Fidelity of position.
SAYLES: East-west lines are parallel and intersect north-south axes at right angles.
C.J.: What the hell is that?
FALLOW: It's where you've been living this whole time. Should we continue?
JOSH: Uh-huh.
[Scene]
FALLOW: So, uh... You're probably wondering what all this has to do with social equality?
C.J.: No. I'm wondering where France really is. [Josh joins C.J., standing.]
JOSH: Guys, we want to thank you very much for coming in...
C.J.: Hang on. We're going to finish this.
JOSH: Okay.
HUKE: What do maps have to do with social equality, you ask?
JOSH: She asked.
HUKE: Salvatore Natoli of the National Council for Social Studies argues "In our society we unconsciously
equate size with importance, and even power". [Josh and C.J. exchange looks.]
JOSH: I'm going to check in on Toby.
C.J.: Go.
JOSH: These guys find Brigadoon on that map you'll call me, right?
C.J.: Probably not.
JOSH: Okay. [Exit Josh]
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FALLOW: When Third World countries are misrepresented they're likely to be valued less. When Mercator maps
exaggerate the importance of Western civilization, when the top of the map is given to the northern hemisphere
and the bottom is given to the southern... then people will tend to adopt top and bottom attitudes.
C.J.: But... wait. How-- Where else could you put the Northern Hemisphere but on the top?
SAYLES: On the bottom.
C.J.: How?
FALLOW: Like this. [The map is flipped over.]
C.J.: Yeah, but you can't do that.
FALLOW: Why not?
C.J.: 'Cause it's freaking me out.

