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SOCRATIC SEMINAR: AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
DATE: FRIDAY JANUARY 10TH 2014 

WORTH: ONE QUIZ GRADE 
ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION:   

The conclusion of the unit three section on the American Revolution will be in the format of a socratic-
seminar activity. In this activity, you are expected to come prepared to participate in a sophisticated discussion 
using r ich historical  evidence  to back up your contributions to discussion’s progress.  
 
 
There will be three rounds for discussion featuring six to eight discussants per round. Each round will be based 
around one of the three claims listed below. Your job is to articulate to what extent you agree or disagree with 
each claim using r ich historical  evidence to support your response within the discussion.  
 
You will not know ahead of time what round you will be participating in. Therefore, prepare for all three rounds.  
 
**Rich historical evidence consists of references to historical events from the American Revolution timeline, the mini-lecture on the American Revolution, 
previously analyzed documents from the preceding class, and personally collected documents outside of the classroom material** 
 
The claims for the American Revolution Socratic Seminar are: 
 
1.) All loyalists were reactionary-minded individuals, concerned only with the protection of their personal wealth.  
 
2.) The American Revolution was primarily a social revolution. 
 
3.) The English taxation of the colonies without colonial representation in parliament was caused the revolution. 
                
 
SCORING DESCRIPTION: 
 Every member of the discussion who comes prepared with and uses a high quality and relevant primary 
source found outside of the class material is guaranteed a grade no less than a B-. You will receive a single check-
mark for every comment you make. Yet, the amount of comment made does not ensure a high mark. Your 
comments and conversation skills must be of high quality substance.  
  
Listed below are the attributes of a high quality discussant that will be used to score your performance: 
 
E: Engaged      I: Insightful comment    S: Summarizes big idea C: Clarifies other speaker comments 
 
B: Builds off of other speaker comment     T: Ties conversation to the topic at hand A: Articulate point 
 
V: Involves other speakers         P: Primary source from class  OP: Outside-Class Primary source 
 
Listed below are the attributes of a low quality discussant that will be used to score your performance: 
 
D: Disengaged      R: Rude demeanor  U: Unserious about conversation  M: Monopolizes conversation  
  
X: Does not speak 
 

SOCRATIC SEMINAR GRAPHIC ORGANIZER DUE DAY OF ACTIVITY ON BACK à  à  
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SOCRATIC SEMINAR: AMERICAN REVOLUTION GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

DUE DATE: FRIDAY JANUARY 10th 2014 | WORTH: ONE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT 
 

DIRECTIONS: As part of preparation for the socratic seminar activity, complete the graphic organizer below. Refer the other side of this 
page for the definition of rich historical evidence, as well as the requirements of a high quality discussant.  
  For the socratic seminar, you are required to hark back to research skills you acquired during your National History 
Day research project and use a primary source to support your stance on each claim. Primary sources can come from either class, or even 
outside of class.  
 

You will not know ahead of time what round you will be participating in. Therefore, prepare for all three rounds. 
 
CLAIM #1: All  loyal ists  were reactionary -minded 
individuals ,  concerned only with the protect ion of 
their  personal wealth.  
Circle one: 

AGREE         or         DISAGREE 
 
TO WHAT EXTENT: 
Circle one: 

1                 2                 3                 4                 5                 6                 7                 8                 9                 10 

REASONING: 
Outline in bullet form: 
 

 
 
 

RICH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: 
Outline in bullet form: 

 

CLAIM #2: The American Revolution was primari ly 
a social  revolution. 
Circle one: 

AGREE         or         DISAGREE 
 
TO WHAT EXTENT: 
Circle one: 

1                 2                 3                 4                 5                 6                 7                 8                 9                 10 

REASONING: 
Outline in bullet form: 
 

 
 
 
 

RICH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: 
Outline in bullet form: 

 

CLAIM #3: The English taxation of the colonies 
without colonial  representation in parl iament was the 
primary cause of  the revolution. 
Circle one: 

AGREE         or         DISAGREE 
 
TO WHAT EXTENT: 
Circle one: 

1                 2                 3                 4                 5                 6                 7                 8                 9                 10 

REASONING: 
Outline in bullet form: 
 

 
 
 
 

RICH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: 
Outline in bullet form: 
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