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NAME:                     BLOCK: 

INDUSTRIALIZATION: WHY EUROPE? 
 
 LESSON OBJECTIVES  
1.) DETERMINE  the primary factor that led Europe to be the first industrialized continent 
 
2.) CONNECT  the effect Europe’s global experience in the 18th century to industrialization. 
 
 
PART I.  DO NOW 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the prompt on the screen in the space provided. 
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
 
PART II.) MINI- DISCUSSION NOTES 
DIRECTIONS: As the class discusses the DO NOW, take note of any new ideas that may have varied from your 
initial response to the prompt. 
 
                
 
                
 
PART III.) WHY EUROPE: 
DIRECTIONS: Complete the chart as each map is shown. 

TRADE IN THE 
 15TH – 18TH CENTURY 

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION IN  
THE 15TH – 18TH CENTURY 

ASIA (CHINA): 
WHAT TRAITS OF TRADING  
DO YOU SEE TAKING PLACE? 
 
 
 

ASIA (CHINA): 
WHAT TRAITS OF EXPANSION  
DO YOU SEE TAKING PLACE? 

 

 

EUROPE: 
WHAT TRAITS OF TRADING  
DO YOU SEE TAKING PLACE? 

 

EUROPE: 
WHAT TRAITS OF EXPANSION 
DO YOU SEE TAKING PLACE? 
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1.) How do the trading and expansionist tendencies of Europe explain their ability to be the first industrialized 
continent in world history? 
 
                
 
                
 
2.) How can we summarize the global behavior & status of Europe from the 15th century to the 18th century in a 
few short words? 
 
                
 
                
 
 
3.) What is THE  most pressing curiosity about the comparison between the trading & territorial expansion 
tendencies of Europe to Asia, and what is a possible explanation for it? 
 
                
 
                
 
PART IV.) BIG IDEA CHECK 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following Big Idea check question. Be sure to make notes that build upon your 
response. 
 

WHY DID EUROPE COME TO BE THE FIRST CONTINENT TO INDUSTRIALIZE & HOW 
DOES THAT CONNECT TO THEIR INDUSTRIALIZATION? 

 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
PART V.) CRASH COURSE: INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following questions as the video progresses. 
 
1.) What do you think are the most compelling reason for England’s Industrial Revolution, as argued by the John 
Green of “Crash Course” 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK  ON NEXT PAGE ! ! 
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PART VI. WHY ENGLAND  
DIRECTIONS: Read & annotate  the excerpt and respond to 
the following questions. 
 
From “The Industrial Revolution in World History,” by Peter Stearns. 
  
 English landlords found success in taking the land away from 
smallholding farmers through the government’s series of Enclosure 
Acts. The Enclosure Acts required farmers to physically to enclose 
their fields by planting hedges around the perimeter of their fields. 
The expense of enclosing one’s land was beyond many farmers and led 
many farmers to sell out to landlords. Out of work and money, the enclosure acts created a work force eager for new options 
and looking to the growing industries in the cities of England for employment.  
 
 British artisans were also unusual. Most urban artisans in Western Europe belonged to guilds that restricted many 
artisans from trying out new and innovative methods of production in the name of protecting working conditions. While at 
one point England had bragged about their guild system and its supposed protection of skilled artisans, England’s practice 
of the system had virtually disappeared by the 18th century, while other European countries continued it. The result of the 
absence of the guild system was twofold: employers had unusual freedom to bring new workers into the work force, as well 
as new liberties and freedoms to experiment with new methods of production, perhaps the most important single source in 
England’s leadership of innovation, crucial to the agricultural & transportation revolutions fueling their industrialization. 
 
 Britain’s extensive global experience in international trade provided the capital that was required of producing the 
supplies for vital materials such as cotton, in turn, leading the English government to become more and more favorable to 
internal production and commerce than its counterparts in the European continent. The competition stemming from 
England’s global experience in trading with other textile producing powerhouses like India pushed the government to take 
more of an active role in producing the capital necessary to being successful in their competition. For example, some English 
landlords directly participated in banning the importation of cotton cloth from India. 
 
  In addition, the English government did not attempt to regulate manufacturing. Other European governments 
though often eager to promote economic growth tended to control manufacturing with regulations about product quality 
techniques and some working conditions. The English government took on a non-interventionist stance towards 
production, and later adopted a more official commercial policy of “laissez-faire,” wherein the government restrains itself 
from controlling the conventions of trade.   
 
 Simple luck in terms of natural resources also aided Britain. The excessive abundance of coal made for a cheap 
price for business owners to advertise their coal. The island nation had not only coastal waterways but good navigable rivers, 
which further facilitated the transport of coal and iron: the two most vital natural resources to England’s industrialization.  
 
 Finally, England apparently proved an optimal setting for producing entrepreneurs, or individuals inclined to take 
risks in business. New ideas about science and material progress spread more rapidly in England than any other European 
country. England’s relatively small government meant little opportunity for attaining bureaucratic jobs in the government, 
pushing members of society to look elsewhere for employment. Combined with the Protestant eagerness to demonstrate 
“God’s favor of disciplined work, frugality, and economic drive,” many Protestant Englishmen were driven to get ahead 
through either the entrepreneurial initiative or physical support in the factories of the entrepreneur.    
 1.) What are the primary factors in England’s rise to industrialization and why is the industrialization of 
England specifically an English phenomenon? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MORE ON THE OTHER SIDE ! ! ! 
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PART VI: WHY ENGLAND? 
DIRECTIONS: Go to www.mrflynnhistoryclass.com and watch the first thirty minutes of, “BBC: Why the 
Industrial Revolution Happened Here.” We will view the second half of the video in the next class and have a 
discussion about the varying views towards why  the Industrial Revolution first took place in England.  
 
In order to prepare for the discussion, record the primary reasons for England’s initial Industrial Revolution that 
you have gathered from the “Crash Course” video, the reading excerpt from Peter Stearns (pg. 3 of this packet) and 
any information you can gather from the first 30 minutes of the BBC video.  
 
CRASH COURSE: “COAL, 
STEAM, & THE INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION” 

PETER STEARNS’: “THE 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
IN WORLD HISTORY” 

BBC: “WHY THE 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
HAPPENED HERE” 

   

 
 
1.) Are there varying outlooks towards the reason for England being first to industrialize? Why? 


