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NAME:                     BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL QUESTION -   
WHEN IS NATIONALISM A SOURCE OF UNITY? DIVISION? STRENGTH? CONFLICT? 

Pictured below: The 1901 opening of Korea’s groundbreaking Seoul-Busan Rail-way constructed with the aid of Japanese industry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PART I: DO NOW & DEBRIEF 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the prompt on the screen. As the mini-discussion / debrief continues, mark down 
any notes that may add to your growing understanding of the subject of today’s lesson in the space below. 
 
                
 
                
 
                 

 LESSON OBJECTIVE  
 
1.)  COMPARE the pros & cons of nationalism 
 
2.)  ANALYZE  the withdrawal of Korean autonomy to Japan 
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PART II: DOCUMENT ANALYSIS 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION -   
DID THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT WILLINGLY  

GIVE UP INDEPENDENCE TO JAPAN? 
 

 
IMMEDIATE SETTING: On November 17th, 1905, the Korean Emperor and his cabinet of 
ministers (i.e. a body of high-ranking state officials) allegedly signed what became known as the “Eulsa 
Treaty,” allowing Japan to officially have control over various social, political and economic 
aspects of Korean life. Essentially, Korea was no longer an independent nation in control of itself, 
but a “protectorate,”  (i.e. colony) under the control of Japan. In the days after the signing, Korean 
citizens took to the streets in protest. Yet, the treaty was signed and the question remains: Did 
the Korean government wil l ingly  g ive up i ts  independence to Japan?  
 
DIRECTIONS:  Your job in this Document-Based activity is to create a claim in response to the 
central historical question and to support the claim by using the provided evidence. The 
challenge of this assignment is to incorporate historical thinking skills (i.e. sourcing, 
contextualization, close reading, & corroboration) to support your claim. Read and annotate each 
document, keeping both the central historical question and your response in mind as you move 
through the documents. 
 
DOCUMENT A: Protocol Signed Between Korea and Japan (MODIFIED) 
 
 Article 1. For the purpose of maintaining a permanent and solid friendship 
between Korea and Japan and firmly establishing peace in the Far East, the Imperial 
Government of Korea shall place full confidence in the Imperial Government of 
Japan and adopt the advice of the latter in regard to improvements in administration. 
 
 Article 2. The Imperial Government of Japan shall in spirit of firm friendship 
ensure the safety and repose of the Imperial House of Korea. 
 
 Article 3. The Imperial Government of Japan definitively guarantees the 
independence and territorial integrity of the Korean Empire.... 
 
SOURCE:  Created by the government representatives of the Empire of Japan and 
the Korean Empire, February 23, 1904  
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DOCUMENT B: Ito Hirobumi & the Korean Emperor 
 
The Japanese leadership agreed that the “appropriate moment” had arrived to 
establish (Korea) as a colony of Japan…The man chosen to negotiate the treaty was 
Ito Hirobumi, a distinguished Japanese elder statesman, well known to the Korean 
leaders who had treated him like visiting royalty during his stay in March of 1904. 
The Korean emperor had permitted Ito to take dinner at the same table….if anyone 
could persuade the Korean monarch to surrender…his autonomy, it was Ito. 
 
SOURCE:  Peter Duus, 1995. The Abacus & the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of 
Korea, 1895 – 1910, University of California, Berkeley Press. 
 
 
                
 
 
DOCUMENT C: Ito Hirobumi     (MODIFIED) 
 
“Your country (Korea) does not have the power to defend itself, and it depends on us 
for its national defense…I am not insisting that your country commit suicide, nor do 
I believe that your country cannot progress to a position similar to our own. I expect 
that if you thrust forward boldly, the day will come when you will advance to a 
position of equality with us…” 
 
SOURCE:  Ito Hirobumi, November 16th, 1905. Ito was a Japanese statesmen, or 
diplomat whom was well liked by Korean officials. This statement was made to the 
Korean emperor the day after Ito declared that the treaty to make Korea a 
“protectorate,” (i.e. colony without self-government) was non-negotiable. The Korean 
Emperor responded by choosing to meet with his ministers for advice. 
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DOCUMENT D: Yi Wan-yong    (MODIFIED) 
 
 “Our country’s diplomacy (i.e. conduct of international relations) have always been 
changing. As a result, Japan has fought two great wars and suffered heavy sacrifices to 
maintain its relationship to Korea…We cannot afford another war because of our 
poor diplomacy throughout Asia…Japan is determined to achieve its goals, and since 
Japan is strong and Korea is weak, we do not have the power to refuse them. While 
we are friends with Japan, we should reach a harmonious understanding.” 
 
SOURCE:  Yi Wan-yong, November 17th, 1905. Yi Wan-yong was a member of the 
Korean Emperor’s cabinet and served as the high-ranking Minister of Education in 
Korea. This statement was made shortly after Korea’s Prime Minister allegedly passed 
out in response to hearing of how the Emperor’s cabinet was in favor of signing the 
treaty. 
 
                
 
DOCUMENT E: Durham W. Stevens   (MODIFIED) 
 
 “You and I know that the (Korean) Emperor would not have yielded willingly. 
Though he did agree to all that Ito Hirobumi wanted him to, the (Korean) Emperor 
secretly hoped to resist Ito’s demands by having a cabinet that opposed the 
treaty…But the cabinet failed him….The stories about Japanese soldiers in the Korean 
Emperor’s palace forcing the Korean officials to sign the treaty at gunpoint is 
silly…The man who made the treaty settlement possible was Yi Wan-yong…I talked 
the whole matter over with him before Ito Hirobumi and it was plain from what they 
told me that they had no intention of following the (Korean) Emperor’s secret plan 
to reject the Eulsa Treaty” 
 
SOURCE:  Durham W. Stevens, early 1906. Stevens was an American whom the 
Japanese chose as an adviser to the Korean government. This excerpt was from a 
private letter to Homer Hulbert, a British journalist who claimed that the Japanese 
forced the Korean government to sign the treaty at gun point. Neither were present 
for the signing of the Eulsa Treaty. 
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DOCUMENT F: Letter to the King of England Retracting of Eulsa Treaty of 1905 
(MODIFIED) 
 
To His Majesty the King of England – Greetings, 
 
For many years the Government of Korea has born relations with the Government of 
Great Britain and evidences of the good will of that power. In this we hope that we 
have your sympathy in light of our declaration of the so-called Treaty of 1905 as 
fraudulent. This is in part because, the signatures of the Cabinet were obtained by 
intimidation and authorized to sign the document, without the Emperor’s say, nor 
that of the Prime Minister. Due to this, we are now a nation dependent upon 
another nation. 
 
SOURCE:  Emperor of Korea, 1905. The “Eulsa Treaty,” created by Japan and 
allegedly signed by Korea, deprived Korea of the ability to negotiate deals with other 
nations without consent from Japan. 
 
                
 
PART III: CREATE-A-CLAIM 
DIRECTIONS:  In the space provided, write a well-crafted claim in response to the 
central historical question: Did the Korean government willingly give up its independence to 
Japan? 
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PART III: SUPPORT-A-CLAIM 
DIRECTIONS:  Support your claim to the best of your ability using the historical 
thinking skills of sourcing, contextualization, close reading and corroboration to 
make your point. 
 
SOURCING SUPPORT: 
(i.e. What available source information from the documents can I use to support my claim?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTEXTUAL SUPPORT: 
(i.e. What available context information surrounding the documents can I use to support my claim?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE READING SUPPORT: 
(i.e. What available textual information from the documents can I use to support my claim?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CORROBORATING SUPPORT: 
(i.e. How does a combination of documents work to support my claim?) 

 


