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NAME:                     BLOCK: 
-  CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION -   

TOTALITARIANISM: 
TO WHAT EXTENT WAS RUSSIA A TOTALITARIAN STATE UNDER JOSEPH STALIN? 

Pictured below: Propaganda poster from the Stalin era, reading, "The spirit of the great Lenin and his victorious banner encourage us now to the Patriotic War." 

 
 LESSON OBJECTIVE  
 
1.)  DEFINE & USE the word “Totalitarianism” 
 
2.)  ANALYZE & IDENTIFY  the extent to which Russia’s Soviet Union was a Totalitarian State under Joseph Stalin 
 
PART I: DO NOW & DEBRIEF 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the prompt on the screen. As the mini-discussion continues, mark down any notes 
that may add to your growing understanding 
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 JOSEPH STALIN TIMELINE |  
  1879 - 1953 
 
1879: ·Birth of Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili, 
whom later changes name to “Stalin,” or, “man of 
steel.” 
  
1905: ·Stalin goes as a delegate to Bolshevik 
conference in Finland, meets Lenin for the first time.  
 
1912: ·Bolsheviks officially separate from Social 
Democrats, Stalin appointed to the Party's Central 
Committee by Lenin.  
 
1913: ·Stalin co-writes, with Lenin, "Marxism and the 
National Question"  
1914: ·Outbreak of World War I.  
 
March 1917: ·Beginning of Russian Revolution. The Tsar's government falls, replaced with a 
Provisional Government. Bolsheviks, including Stalin, hasten to St. Petersburg  
 
April 1917: ·Lenin returns from Switzerland, rebukes Stalin for taking a conciliar line with the 
Provisional Government.  
 
November 1917: ·Bolsheviks overthrow Provisional Government, seize power. Stalin plays only a 
minor role.  
 
1918-1920: ·Civil war in Russia. Trotsky organizes Red Army; Stalin commands forces in St. 
Petersburg. 
 
1922: ·Official founding of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
 
April 1922: ·Stalin elected General Secretary of the Communist Party  
 
May 25, 1922: ·Lenin suffers his first stroke  
 
January 4, 1923: ·Lenin, in a postscript to his Testament, warns the Party to remove Stalin from 
his position of power.  
 
January 21, 1924: ·Death of Lenin.  

THE LIFE & TIMES OF 
JOSEPH STALIN 
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1927: ·Beginning of the first Five -Year Plan  
  
1929: ·Stalin announces "liquidation of the Kulaks  as a class"; col lect iv ization  begins. 
 
1931-32: ·Terrible famine across the Soviet Union; millions die  
 
December 1, 1934: ·Murder, by Stalin's agents, of Sergei Kirov. Beginning of "Great Purge," or 
murdering of Old Bolshevik party members suspected of opposition to philosophy now referred 
to as, “Stalinism.” The Great Purge continues until 1938. 
  
June 1937: ·Purge of the army begins, top generals are tried and executed  
 
March 1938: ·Third Show Trial, conviction and execution of Bukharin, Rykov, others. 
  
March 1939: ·At Eighteenth Party Congress, Stalin announces end of the Great Terror. 
   
September 1939: ·Outbreak of World War II 
 
1940: ·Leon Trotsky, after being exiled by Stalin in years prior, is assassinated, by Stalin's agents  
June 21, 1941: ·Hitler invades Soviet Union 
  
August 1942-February 1943: · Battle of Stalingrad. Germans are defeated, turning point in war. 
  
November 1943: · Stalin meets with Roosevelt and Churchill in Teheran 
 
April 31, 1945: ·Hitler commits suicide in bombed-out Berlin, ending war in Europe. Red Army 
controls all of Eastern Europe.  
 
August 1945: ·U.S. uses atomic bomb against Japan, bringing an end to the war in the Pacific.  
 
February 1948: ·S.U. seizeS power in Czechoslovakia, full Soviet control of Eastern Europe. 
  
Summer 1948: ·Soviets blockade East Berlin and raise the Berlin Wall 
 
1949: ·Communism, under Mao, spreads throughout China in Chinese Civil War. 
  
1950-53: ·Korean War 
 
1953: - Death of Stalin. 
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PART II: TOTALITARIANISM & PERSONAL LIFE 
DIRECTIONS: Examine the ‘Key Traits of Totalitarianism’ below & apply your growing 
understanding of what ‘Totalitarianism’ is to the document on the right. Identify aspects of the 
document (i.e. text, context, source info) within the document and explain how the document is 
emblematic of life within a Totalitarian State. 

 

KEY TRAITS OF TOTALITARIANISM  
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PART II: CAUSES OF THE DEPRESSION 
DIRECTIONS: As  

KEY TRAITS OF TOTALITARIANISM 
 
 
 
 

TOTALITARIANISM 
STATE CONTROL 
OF SOCIETY 
- BUSINESS 
- RELIGION 
- LABOR - ARTS 
- HOUSING    - EDUCATION 
- PERSONAL LIFE - YOUTH  

DYANMIC LEADER 
- UNITES PEOPLE 
- SYMBOLIZES GOV.T 
- ENCOURAGES POPULAR 
SUPPORT THROUGH 
FORCE  

IDEOLOGY 
- SETS GOALS OF THE 
STATE 
- GLORIFIES AIMS OF THE 
SATE 
JUSTIFIES GOV.T ACTION  

STATE CONTROL OF INDIVIDUALS 
- DEMANDS LOYALTY 
- DENIES BASIC LIBERTIES 
-EXPECTS PERSONAL SACRIFICE 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE 
COUNTRY  

METHOD OF 
ENFORCEMENT 
- POLICE TERROR 
- INDOCTRINATION 
- CENSORSHIP 
- PERSECUTION 
- ORGANIZED VIOLENCE  

MODERN TECHNOLOGY 
- MASS COMMUNICATION 
TO SPREAD PROPAGANDA 
ADVANCED MILITARY 
WEAPONS  

PROPAGANDA 
- MISLEADING INFORMATION ON 
GOV.T PROGRESS 
- HERO-IZES GOV.T LEADER 
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DOCUMENT A:  OSIP MANDELSTAM POEM 
 
STALIN: RULER OF THE LAND  
 
“We are living, but can’t feel the land where we stay,   
More than ten steps away you can’t hear what we say.   
But if people would talk on occasion,   
They should mention the Kremlin Caucasian.     
 
His thick fingers are bulky and fat like live-baits,   
And his accurate words are as heavy as weights.   
Cucaracha’s moustaches are screaming,   
And his boot-tops are shining and gleaming.     
 
But around him a crowd of thin-necked henchmen,   
And he plays with the services of these half-men.   
Some are whistling, some meowing, some sniffing,   
He’s alone booming, poking and whiffing.     
 
He is forging his rules and decrees like horseshoes –   
Some get it into their groins, into foreheads, in eyes, & eyebrows - 
Every killing for him is delight,   
And his chest is wide & broad.” 

 
SOURCE:  Osip Mandelstam, 1933. Mandelstam read the poem 
only to a few friends. The poem played a role in his arrest and 
eventual admission to the gulag . Having seen the effects of the 
gov.t-organized famine that year in during his vacation in the 
Crimea, likely inspired it. The famine was the result of Stalin's 
col lect iv ization  program of having large gov.t owned farms for 
hundreds of families to live & farm on to produce goods for the 
state. Mandelstam was eventually sent to the Gulag, a labor camp 
for members of the Soviet Union who were deemed as 
unsympathetic to Stalin.  

ANALYZE & IDENTIFY ASPECTS OF 
THIS DOCUMENT  THAT SPEAK 
TO LIVING IN A ‘TOTALITARIAN 
STATE’ IN THIS COLUMN 
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PART III. THE EXTENT OF STALIN’S TOTALITARIAN RULE 
DIRECTIONS: Using the link below, your textbook, or any available online resource database, analyze & identify 
r ich & historical  evidence  of Totalitarianism under Stalin’s influential time within the Soviet Union. 
Individually , you should identify at least one  piece of evidence (i.e. propaganda poster, historical event / 
occurrence, etc.) supporting the argument that: “Stalin was a totalitarian ruler of Russia,” and respond to the 
‘Totalitarian Evidence Analysis Sheet’ below. As a group , decide which piece of is the most  Totalitarian example 
of Stalin’s totalitarian rule and provide your analysis in your group’s corresponding column.  
 
STALIN WEBSITE LINK:    http://soviethistory.macalester.edu/index.php  
 Tips on how to best use ‘Stalin Website’:    **use however you please, but below are pointers** 
  1.) Go to link (duh) 
  2.) Click one of the following dates on the left: 
   -  1929  – Read & see images of:  “Churches Closed” + “New Way of Life”  
              “Collectivization” +  “Shock Workers” 
             “Cossack Village”  + “Years of Great Change” 
   -  1934 -  Read & see images of:  “Pavlik Morozov” +  “Birobidzhan” 
        “Metro System” 
   -  1936 - Read & see images of:  “Childhood under Stalin”  + “Ethnic Republics” 
        “The Great Terror”+“Abolition of Legal Abortion” 
   -  1943 - Read & see images of:  “The Katyn Massacre”+“The Cult of Leadership” 
        “Deportation of Minorities” 
   -  1947  - Read & see images of:  “Xenophobia”  + “Famine of 1946-1947” 
        “The New Curriculum” 
                
    
TOTALITARIAN EVIDENCE ANALYSIS  
 
DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE EXAMPLE:         
 
                
 
                
 
HOW DOES YOUR SELECTED EVIDENCE SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENT: 

“Stalin’s Russia was a prime example of a Totalitarian State.” 
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PART IV. HOMEWORK 
DIRECTIONS: Read pages 775 – 780 in your textbook & the excerpt on the Ukranian event known as, “The 
Holdomor, ”and respond to the following questions. 
 
 
1.) In looking at the background on Stalin on page 775, what are examples of totalitarian rule to be gleaned from 
the excerpt? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) How did Stalin seize control of the Russian Ecnomy?  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why did Stalin have a program known as the “Five Year Plans” 
 
 
 
 
 
4.) What group of people opposed Stalin’s policies? How were these opponents treated and how does this connect 
to the concept of ‘Totalitarianism’? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.) What was “The Great Purge,” and in what ways does it connect to the concept of ‘Totalitarianism?” 
 
 
 
 
 
6.) What were methods of conducting & maintaining the totalitarian order of Russia under Stalin? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.) To what extent to the people of the Soviet Union benefit from Totalitarian rule? How? 
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THE GREAT UKRANIAN 

FAMINE OF 1932-1933 UNDER 
STALIN’S SOVIET UNION 

 
  
 The Holodomor, or, 
"Extermination by hunger" was a man-
made famine of 1932-1933 in the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
who had recently been obtained by 
Russia, which killed up to 7.5 million 
Ukrainians. During the famine, which 
is also known as the "Terror-Famine in 

Ukraine" and "Famine-Genocide in Ukraine", millions of citizens of Ukrainian SSR, the majority 
of whom were Ukrainians, died of starvation in a peacetime catastrophe unprecedented in the 
history of Ukraine. Since 2006, the independent Ukraine and several other countries have 
recognized the Holodomor as genocide of the Ukrainian people. 
 
 Early estimates of the death toll by scholars and government officials varied greatly; 
anywhere from 1.8 to 12 million, ethnic Ukrainians were said to have perished as a result of the 
famine. Recent research has since narrowed the estimates to between 2.4 and 7.5 million. The 
exact number of deaths is hard to determine, due to a lack of records, but the number increases 
significantly when the deaths inside heavily Ukrainian-populated Kuban are included.  Older 
estimates are still often cited in political commentary.  
 
                
 
8.) In observation of the reading and the timeline of Stalin’s rule (provided within this packet), 
how do you think the Ukranian Famine came about? To what extent do you think Totalitarian 
rule played a role in the “Holdomor” of the Ukranian Soviet Republic?  
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