
 

INDIVIDUAL/PAIRED GRADING 
GRADE COMPONENT EXEMPLARY (4) PROFICIENT (3) DEVELOPING (2) BASIC (1) 

CLARITY Students present 
information in logical, 
interesting sequence in 
which the audience can 
easily follow. 

Students present information 
in logical sequence in which 
the audience can follow with 
little dependence upon text 
from screen. 

Students present 
information in order 
that is difficult for the 
audience to understand. 

Students present information 
in a confusing order and are 
entirely dependent upon 
information screen. 

TOPIC 
SENTENCE 

Students create an engaging 
topic sentence that 
introduces the topic and 
articulates the main idea of 
their presentation section in 
a manner that allows the 
audience to have a full 
understanding of the 
subsequent historical 
information.  

Students create a topic 
sentence that introduces the 
topic and articulates the main 
idea of their presentation-
section in a manner that is 
easy to follow. 

Student creates a topic 
sentence that is complete 
and introduces the topic, 
but does not summarize 
the main ideas of the 
subsequent historical 
information. 

Student creates a topic 
sentence that lacks clarity and 
connection to the subsequent 
historical information of their 
section. 

HISTORICAL 
INFORMATION 

Students present historical 
information that is accurate, 
rich, relevant and significant 
to their presentation section. 

Students present historical 
information that is relevant & 
accurate but lacks a logical 
order its presentation. 

Content is accurate but 
information is not 
presented in a logical 
order, making it difficult 
to follow. 

Content is questionable and 
information is not presented 
in a logical order, making it 
difficult to follow. 

PRIMARY 
SOURCE 
SUPPORT 

Students explicitly support 
their presentation-section 
with a primary source that is 
accurate, relevant and 
illustrative of the source’s 
significance.  

Students support their 
presentation-section with a 
primary source that is accurate 
& relevant to their 
presentation section. 

Students support their 
presentation-section with 
a primary source that is 
seemingly relevant, but 
not illustrative of 
significance. 

Students support their 
presentation-section with a 
source that lacks relevance 
and significance to the 
presentation. 

THOUGHT 
PROVOKING 
QUESTION 

Students pose a provocative 
question that is open-ended, 
would allow for a 
stimulating discussion, and 
works as a smooth transition 
into the following section.  

Students pose a question that 
is open-ended and explicitly 
connects & transitions into 
the following section.  

Students pose a closed-
ended question that does 
not clearly connect or 
transition into the 
following section. 

Students pose a closed-ended 
question that does not 
connect to the following 
section.  



WHOLE GROUP GRADING  
GRADE COMPONENT EXEMPLARY (5)  PROFICIENT (4)  DEVELOPING (3)  BASIC (2)  

GROUP CLAIM 
STATEMENT  

The claim is compelling in 
a manner that is specific, 
clearly arguable and takes a 
purposeful & easily 
identifiable position on an 
issue. 

The claim is clear, arguable 
and takes an identifiable 
position on an issue. 

The claim is presented in a 
general manner that is seemingly 
arguable. 

The claim contains an 
unclear or emerging 
purpose that suggests a 
vague position. 

PRESENTATION 
COHESION 

Each section of the 
presentation is clearly 
connected to each other 
and provides rich & 
relevant historical 
information that is useful 
in responding to the central 
historical question.  

Sections of the presentation 
connect to other sections 
and provide necessary 
historical information 
required of answering the 
central historical question. 

Sections of the presentation 
seemingly connect to each other 
and provide information that 
doesn’t fully support a response 
to the central historical 
question. 

Sections of the 
presentation do not 
connect or provide 
information required to 
respond to the central 
historical question. 

PRESENTATION 
AESTHETIC 

PowerPoint slides feature 
clear, concise, bullet-
pointed main ideas in each 
section, easily readable font 
and relevant imagery that 
increases understanding of 
the content information. 

PowerPoint slides feature 
bullet-pointed main ideas in 
each section, readable font 
and imagery that is relevant 
to the presentation.   

PowerPoint slides feature wordy, 
bullet-pointed main ideas with 
readable font and seemingly 
relevant imagery. 

PowerPoint slides 
feature, wordy, non-
bullet-pointed 
information with 
confusing font and 
irrelevant imagery.  

GROUP 
TIMELINE 

Timeline features no more 
than 15 relevant dates 
events that are vital to 
gaining a complete 
understanding of the 
background information. 
Timeline is written in a 
manner that is clear and 
concise. 

Timeline features no less 
than 12 relevant landmark 
dates required for gaining a 
near-complete 
understanding of the 
background information. 
Timeline is understandable 
and avoids wordiness. 

Timeline features less than 12 
landmark events that are 
seemingly relevant and 
important for necessary 
background information. 
Timeline is wordy and 
confusing. 

Timeline features less 
than 12 landmark events 
that are irrelevant. 
Timeline is wordy and 
difficult to understand. 

 


