
DOCUMENT A: Protocol Signed Between Korea and Japan 
(MODIFIED) 
 Article 1. For the purpose of maintaining a permanent and solid 
friendship between Korea and Japan and firmly establishing peace in 
the Far East, the Imperial Government of Korea shall place full 
confidence in the Imperial Government of Japan and adopt the 
advice of the latter in regard to improvements in administration. 
 Article 2. The Imperial Government of Japan shall in spirit of firm 
friendship ensure the safety and repose of the Imperial House of 
Korea. 
 Article 3. The Imperial Government of Japan definitively 
guarantees the independence and territorial integrity of the Korean 
Empire.... 
 
SOURCE: Representatives of the Empire of Japan and the Korean Empire, 
February 23, 1904  
 



DOCUMENT H: Letter to the King of England of a Retraction of 
Eulsa Treaty of 1905 (MODIFIED) 
 
To His Majesty the King of England – Greetings, 
 
For many years the Government of Korea has born relations with the 
Government of Great Britain and evidences of the good will of that 
power. In this we hope that we have your sympathy in light of our 
declaration of the so-called Treaty of 1905 as fraudulent. This is in 
part because, the signatures of the Cabinet were obtained by 
intimidation and authorized to sign the document, without the 
Emperor’s say, nor that of the Prime Minister. Due to this, we are 
now a nation dependent upon another nation. 
 
SOURCE : Emperor of Korea, 1905. The “Eulsa Treaty,” created by Japan 
and allegedly signed by Korea, deprived Korea of the ability to negotiate deals 
with other nations without consent from Japan. 



DOCUMENT C: Treaty of Annexation (MODIFIED) 
 
            Notwithstanding the earnest and laborious work of reforms in the 
administration of Korea in which the Governments of Japan and Korea have been 
engaged for more than four years since the conclusion of the Agreement of 1905, 
the existing system of government in that country has not proved entirely equal to 
the duty of preserving public order and tranquility; and in addition, the spirit of 
suspicion and misgiving dominate the whole peninsula. 
 
            In order to maintain peace and stability in Korea, to promote the 
prosperity and welfare of the Korean people, and at the same time to ensure the 
safety and peace of foreign residents, it has been made abundantly clear that 
fundamental changes in the actual regime of government are absolutely essential. 
The Government of Japan and Korea, being convinced of the urgent necessity of 
introducing reforms necessary for the guarantee of a peaceful future, have with the 
approval of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and His Majesty the Emperor of 
Korea, created a treaty providing for complete annexation of Korea to the Empire 
of Japan... 
 
SOURCE: The Government of Japan, August 22, 1910 



DOCUMENT D: Declaration of Independence (MODIFIED) 
            We hereby proclaim the independence of Korea and the liberty of the 
Korean people. We announce this to the nations of the world in order to manifest 
the principle of the equality of man, and we pass it onto our posterity in order to 
preserve forever our people's just rights to self-preservation. ... 
 
             For the first time in the history of several thousands of years, our people 
for the past ten years have suffered, under alien domination, tyranny and 
oppression, which are the legacies of antiquity. How much of our right to life has 
been plundered? How much of our spiritual progress has been barred? How much 
of our honor and dignity have been violated?  
 
            If we are to make known to the world our past grievances, to deliver 
ourselves from our past sufferings, to remove future threats, and advance our 
national dignity and nobility, to cultivate the character of individual citizens, to 
prevent our children from an inheritance of shame, to assure a full and happy life 
for our posterity, our first urgent task is to secure the independence of the people. 
 
SOURCE:  Members of the Samil Movement, March 1, 1919. The Samil Movement was 
made up of a group of Korean nationalists devoted to Korean independence from Japan. 



DOCUMENT G: Pledge of the Imperial Subjects (MODIFIED) 
Type A 
1. We are the subjects of the great empire of Japan. 
2. We shall serve the Emperor with united hearts. 
3. We shall endure hardships and train ourselves to become 
good and strong subjects. 
Type B 
1. We the Imperial subjects shall serve the nation loyally and 
faithfully. 
2. We the Imperial subjects shall, through trust and love, 
cooperate to strengthen our unity. 3. We the Imperial subjects 
will endure hardships and train ourselves to promote the 
Imperial way. 
 
SOURCE : October 1937. The memorization of these pledges was 
required of all Koreans. 



DOCUMENT F: Poem about life under Japanese Occupation (MODIFIED) 
 
We have nothing 
Neither sword nor pistol, 
But we do not fear. 
Even with an iron rod 
They cannot prevail. 
We shoulder righteousness And walk the path without fear. 
We have nothing to call our own. Neither dagger nor [gun] powder But we do not 
fear. 
Even with the power of the crown They cannot prevail. Righteousness is the spade. 
With which we maintain the path. 
We have nothing to hold in our hands, Neither stone nor club, 
But we do not fear, 
Even with the all the wealth of the world, They cannot prevail. 
Righteousness is the sword 
With which we watch over the path. 
 
SOURCE: 1920, Choe Nam-son, Korean poet responsible for modernizing Korean poetry.  
 



DOCUMENT E: LOST NAMES: “Shame of  the Nation”  (MODIFIED) 

“What I am really 
ashamed of is that our 
liberation was given to 
us…We didn’t get it 
ourselves.” 
 
SOURCE:  1998, Richard Kim, Korean-American writer, former citizen of a Japanese-occupied Korea 



DOCUMENT B: LOST NAMES: My Grandfather ’ s  Generation I  
(MODIFIED) 
 

“My (grand)father’s generation was ineffective and 
disorganized – not only aimless but also very stupid in 
many ways, although the royal dynasty had more to be 
blamed for than anyone else in the country. They let the 
country get kicked around, and, finally, sold down the 
river.” 
 
SOURCE:  1998, Richard Kim, Korean-American writer, former citizen of a Japanese-occupied Korea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT I: LOST NAMES: My Grandfather ’ s  Generation II  
(MODIFIED) 
 

“My (grand)father’s generation had it in their power and 
will to set the country straight and do something about 
the declining fortune of the nation before it was too 
late.…They could have brought about many necessary 
reforms in the country before everything was out of hand 
and the country was degenerating. They could have 
stayed awake and not let the country become a pawn of 
its powerful neighbors…The royal family was too far 
removed from the common people and it was quite 
corrupt and its officials degenerate and rotten.” 
 
SOURCE:  1998, Richard Kim, Korean-American writer, former citizen of a Japanese-occupied Korea 
 



CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION: 
WHO DIVIDED KOREA: JAPAN OR KOREA? 

WRITE WHICH DOCUMENT IS AT YOUR STATION: 

 
DOCUMENT:    
 
                     
 
BASED ON THE DOCUMENT AT THIS STATION, WHO DOES YOUR GROUP BELIEVE 
TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PRESENT-DAY DIVISION OF KOREA: 
 
CIRCLE ONE: 

JAPAN    KOREA 
 
 
                     
 
BRIEF EXPLANATION: 

**What words or  phrases  inform your decis ion** 
**A dif ferent group member must  write  the explanation each t ime.  

 
 
 
 

Recorder :    
Name of person who wrote the explanation for the group 


