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NAME:            BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION(S) -   
WAS THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES DESIGNED TO PRESERVE AN ENDURING PEACE? 

FEATURED BELOW: clip from the front page of a newspaper reporting the creation of the Treaty of Versailles  

 

LESSON OBJECTIVE(S) 
 
1.) EVALUATE controversial issues surrounding World War I 
 
2.)  EXPLAIN the extent to which the Treaty of Versailles was designed to preserve an enduring peace 
 
 
PART I: WARM UP 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to the Warm Up question. Make note of any meaningful comments in the following 
mini-discussion. 
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PART II: DISCUSSION 
DIRECTIONS: While you are observing each discussion, make note of what you believe to be the areas of strength in the discussion, as 
well as the areas where improvement is needed. 
 
 
DISCUSSION OBSERVATION #1 
Discussion traits to think about while observing: 
 
Does everyone appear to be engaged?          Are all members participating?           Are members of the discussion trying to involve others? 
 
Are questions being posed?                       Are thought -provoking questions being posed?            Are members building-off of previous statement? 
 
Are people incorporating their personal opinion? (*this  i s  o .k .  in  a discuss ion)                 Are participants responding to questions that are posed? 
 
Are members using ev idence in the discussion (*this  i s  e s sent ia l ) ?                             Are participants actively listening to each person speaking? 
 
Is there an attempt amongst the discussion group to come to some type of consensus or conclusive understanding as to where the whole group stands?           
 
AREAS OF STRENGTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 

                
 
DISCUSSION OBSERVATION #2 
Discussion traits to think about while observing: 
 
Does everyone appear to be engaged?          Are all members participating?           Are members of the discussion trying to involve others? 
 
Are questions being posed?                       Are thought -provoking questions being posed?            Are members building-off of previous statement? 
 
Are people incorporating their personal opinion? (*this  i s  o .k .  in  a discuss ion)                 Are participants responding to questions that are posed? 
 
Are members using ev idence in the discussion (*this  i s  e s sent ia l ) ?                             Are participants actively listening to each person speaking? 
 
Is there an attempt amongst the discussion group to come to some type of consensus or conclusive understanding as to where the whole group stands?           
 
AREAS OF STRENGTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 
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U.S. PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON & THE THEORY OF 

SELF-DETERMINATION 

 
WWI 
CONTEXTUAL 
DEFINITION:  
 
Allowing the people 
of a nation, rather 
than an outside 
oppressive foreign 
power, to decide for 
themselves what 
government they 
decide to live under. 
 
 

 U.S. President Woodrow Wilson 
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DETAILED EXPLANATION: 
  
 Self-determination, the process by which a group of people, usually 
possessing a certain degree of national consciousness, form their own state and 
choose their own government. As a political principle, the idea of self-
determination evolved at first as a by-product of the doctrine of nationalism, to 
which early expression was given by the French and American revolutions. In 
World War I the Allies accepted self-determination as a peace aim.  U.S. 
president Woodrow Wilson listed self-determination as an important objective 
for the postwar world; the result was the fragmentation of the old Austro-
Hungarian and Ottoman empires and Russia’s former Baltic territories into a 
number of new states. 
 
 The first (and for some the only) defining element of Wilsonianism is the 
conviction that a leading priority of U.S. foreign policy should be the promotion 
of democratic government the world around—"national self-determination," as 
Wilson put it.  
 
 Original as this conviction was with Wilson, we should be careful to see it 
more as a development out of an American tradition rather than as a wholly 
new departure. For as Wilson himself said, what he was calling for was the 
"globalization of the Monroe Doctrine. (I.E. a U.S. foreign policy regarding 
European countries in 1823. It stated that further efforts by European nations to colonize 
land or interfere with states in North or South America would be viewed as acts of 
aggression, requiring U.S. intervention)."  
 
 Put differently, international order should be based on a politically plural 
world, a situation where national self-determination (a phrase Wilson used 
constantly after 1914) would be the rule of the day. As the evocation of the 
Monroe Doctrine (1823) indicates, and as the Open Door Notes with respect to 
China confirmed at the turn of the century, Wilson understood that his call to 
dismember the Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, and Russian empires in 1918–
1919 was long-standing U.S. policy.  
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PART III: WOODROW WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS 

DIRECTIONS: Read a version of U.S. President, Woodrow Wilson’s plan for rebuilding peace at the 
end of World War I. This plan was known as ‘The Fourteen Points.’ Once you have read the document, 
in the space to the right, rate the extent to which you believe this plan is fair. However you define fair is 
up to you. But, you need to quickly explain your reasoning in the space below. 
 

THE FOURTEEN POINTS 
1. No more secret agreements between nations.  
 
2. Free navigation of all seas. 
 
3. An end to all economic barriers between countries. 
 
4. Countries to reduce numbers of weapons/armaments. 
 
5. All decisions regarding the colonies should be impartial 
 
6. The German Army is to be removed from Russia. Russia should be left to develop 
her own political set-up. 
 
7. Belgium should be independent like before the war. 
 
8. France should be fully liberated and allowed to regain the territory of Alsace-Lorraine 
 
9. All Italians are to be allowed to live in Italy. Italy's borders are to be "along clearly recognizable lines of 
nationality." 
 
10. Self-determination should be allowed for all those living in Austria-Hungary. 
 
11. Self-determination and guarantees of independence should be allowed for the Balkan states. 
 
12. The Turkish people should be governed by the Turkish government. Non-Turks in the old Turkish Empire 
should govern themselves. 
 
13. An independent Poland should be created which should have access to the sea. 
 
14. An international association called the League of Nations should be set up to keep peace between nations. 
 
To what extent do you think this plan for peace is fair, in consideration of the various events / issues that led to the outbreak of WWI? 

 
NOT FAIR                SOMEWHAT FAIR            VERY FAIR 
                
1          3         5               7                           10 
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 WORLD HISTORY II | WORLD WAR I / DAY 9 CLASSWORK & HOMEWORK 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

WWI CONTEXTUAL DEFINITION: This was the 14th point in U.S. President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points. 
The concept surrounding the League of Nations was to have an international association whose goal would be to 
keep peace among nations. The five Allied powers – U.S., Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan were to be 
permanent members of the League.  
  
 Germany was deliberately excluded, in addition to Russia, whose early withdrawal from war in 1917 had 
made it an outcast in the eyes of the other Allied Powers. 
 
 While the League of Nations did, ultimately, go on to help create the “United Nations,” an international 
group of nations designed to keep peace between nations, ultimately the League of Nations was a failure, 
especially in the United States’ withdrawal from the League, due to a lack of public support for joining. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Political-cartoon depicting the American public’s view of an overly-idealistic international organization 
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PART IV: CREATING A PEACE TREATY TO CREATE AN ENDURING PEACE 
DIRECTIONS: We’re doing a very brief simulation of what went on during the Paris Peace 
conference, that eventually lead to the creation of the Treaty of Versailles, the document that 
officially ended World War I and outlined who was responsible for what and who can and or 
can/not be a nation.  
 
So, working as the country you have currently been assigned, choose which of the following 
points below that you would like to be an official part of the peace-building process.  You want to 
select points that will build an enduring peace that will last a very long time and avoid another 
world war.  
                

CIRCLE THE POINTS YOUR COUNTRY BELIEVES IS 
ESSENTIAL TO CREATING AN ENDURING PEACE: 

 
POINT #1.) Russia, now ruled by the Communist Party (after the successful 
Bolshevik’s Communist Revolution of 1917) can participate in creating the 
peace Treaty, despite the fact that they left the Allied Powers after losing 
almost 2 million Russian lives in the war. 
 
POINT #2.) Germany will be allowed to participate in creating the peace 
treaty. 
 
POINT #3.) France will receive all the land they have lost in any previous 
war with Germany. 
 
POINT #4.) Germany will pay war reparations for the losses they caused 
in France and Belgium to the amount of $5billion over a period of 15 
years. 
 
POINT #5.) To ensure Germany actually pays their war reparations, the 
Allied Powers will occupy the industrial heartland of Germany with 
military troops until the money has been paid in full. 
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POINT #6.) If Germany falls behind on paying their war reparations, the 
Allied Powers will be allowed to occupy Germany with military troops.  
 
POINT #7.) Germany will accept responsibility for causing the war due to 
their declaration of war on France and invasion of Belgium despite the 
fact Germany was never provoked by them. 
 
POINT #8.) The Germany army will be reduced to 100,000 men (most 
armies are five times larger) and the navy will be very small. Germany is not 
allowed to have an air force. 
 
POINT #9.) Germany will give up its overseas colonies. 
 
POINT #10.) Former ethnic groups of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
(Serbians, Ukranians) & the Ottoman Empire (Armenians, Albanians)  and 
various Asian colonies/spheres of influence under the European nations 
(Indians, Vietnamese) will receive self-determination (ie the right to 
democratically decide who will rule their own people). 
 
POINT #11.) There will be a League of Nations to resolve international 
issues and keep the peace. Germany and Russia will be left out of the 
league.  
 
POINT #12.) Japan will keep the parts of China that they took during the 
war. 
 
POINT #13.) China gets all of its territory back, including the territory 
Japan took. 
 
POINT #14.) Germany & Russia will lose territory to form the nation-
state of Poland for the west-slavic ethnic group known as the Poles. 
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TREATY OF VERSAILLES 

 
THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES – JUNE 28TH, 1919 

  

 When the “Big Three” 
(i.e. France, Great Britain & the 
United States) had realized how 
much the war had cost, they 
looked for someone to pay for 
all of the damages: 
  
1.)France  owed bi l l ions  to the 
England & the U.S. for 
financing France’s involvement 
in the war. 
2.) England  couldn’t afford to 
allow France to not pay the debt. 
3.) United States  wouldn’t allow France to not pay the debt.  
 
 So the “Big Three” turned to Germany. But Germany could only be made to 
pay up if she accepted blame for the war. So “The Big Three” created a clause that 
pinned the blame for the war on Germany.  
         
 Germany expected to find an even-handed treaty over the war, only to be 
horrified by 444 articles in the treaty that essentially beat Germany into a state of 
complete submission. The Germans protested vehemently, especially against the 
requirement to admit full-responsibility for starting the war and therefore having 
to pay the majority of the cost required for rebuilding Europe, otherwise known as 
“war reparat ions .” 
  
 Moreover, the terms of the Treaty of Versailles left many Germans 
smoldering & seething with resentment towards the allied powers who created 
such a humiliating set of terms to submit to in order for the war to end.  
 

The “Big Three” at the creation of the Treaty of Versailles 
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GERMANY & THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES 

Political cartoon commenting on the unrealistic nature of thinking Germany would ever accept the conditions of 
the Treaty of Versailles. 
 

Specifically, the Treaty of Versailles included 440 
separate articles. It is a very, very long document. Two 
the right are summaries of some of the most 
important items in the treaty:  
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45. Germany gives to France full possession of the coal mines in the Saar 
Valley. 
 
51. Germany agrees to return the Alsace-Lorraine territory to France. 
 
80-87. Germany will respect the independence of Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
and Poland. 
 
119. Germany surrenders all her rights over her overseas colonies. 
 
159. The German military forces will have less than 100,000 men. 
 
181. The German navy cannot have submarines. It also cannot have more 
than 36 ships.  
 
231. Germany accepts responsibility for causing all the loss and damage to 
the Allied Powers. 
 
233. Germany will pay for all damages done to the civilian populations and 
property of the Allied governments. 
 
428. The German territory known as the Rhineland (the land to the west of 
the Rhine River) will be occupied by Allied troops for 15 years. 
 
 20 years later, after ignoring the war reparations clause, in 
violation of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany annexed the 
nation of Austria into its own country and invaded Poland with 
its powerful military. Great Britain & France declared war, 
beginning World War II.  


