
-                               WORLD HISTORY II | UNIT FIVE: AN AGE OF NEW IMPERIALISM | LESSON 12 CW & HW 

 1 

NAME:            BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION(S) -   
WHY WAS ETHIOPIA ABLE TO SUCCESSFULLY RESIST ITALIAN IMPERIALISM? 

FEATURED BELOW: photo of Ethopian Emperor, Menelik II and members of the nation of Ethiopian, early 1900’s 
 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVE(S) 
 
1).  EXPLAIN  the story of Italy & Ethiopia in the Age of New Imperialism. 
 
2.)  DETERMINE why Ethiopia was able to successfully resist Italian imperialism 
 
 
PART I: WARM UP 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to the Warm Up question. Make note of any meaningful comment in the following 
mini-discussion. 
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LANDMARK EVENTS IN THE STORY OF ETHIOPIA & 
ITALY IN THE AGE OF NEW IMPERIALISM 

 
1755 – 1855 – Ethiopia ends a long period of isolationism 
throughout the African continent and unites as one Ethiopian 
nation under the rule of reign of Emperor Tewodros II 
 
1861 – formation of the Italian Kingdom 
  
1870’s – the “Scramble for Africa” begins in Europe 
  
 1887 – Italian prime minister, Agostino Depretis,  orders Ethiopian 
invasion & loses at Battle of Dogali 
  
 1889– Prime Minister Francesco Crispi signed the Treaty of 
Wuchale in 1889 with King Menelik II, the new emperor of 
Ethiopia, giving Ethiopian land to Italy 
  
1890 - 1895 – Relations between Ethiopia & Italy decline from 
conflicting interpretations over the Treaty of Wuchale & war 
eventually breaks out 
  
 1896 – Italian General Oreste Baratieri is sent out to end war with 
Ethiopia – war ends in an Ethiopian victory the Battle of Adwa. 
  
 1935 – Italy returns and starts the second Italy-Ethiopian war, 
resulting in Italian military occupation of Ethiopia  
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PART II: TEXTBOOK ANALYSIS 
DIRECTIONS: Read each textbook analysis and determine what each textbook 
suggests is the reason why Ethiopia was able to successfully resist Italian imperialism. 
 

TEXTBOOK 1 
 
 “Only the African nation of Ethiopia was able to retain its 
independence by matching European firepower. In 1889 the 
emperor of Ethiopia, Menelik II, undertook a program of 
modernization that included a modern Army. 
  
 In 1895, Italian forces invaded Ethiopia over a treaty 
dispute. Within a year, however, Menelik’s forces – more 
numerous and better armed than the Italians – defeated the 
Italians at the Battle of Adwa.” (p.760) 
 
SOURCE: Ramirez, Stearns, & Wineburg. 2008. World history: 
Human legacy. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, p. 760 
World History Textbook, 2006 
 
1.) According to this textbook, why was Ethiopia able to successfully resist 
Italian imperialism? 
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TEXTBOOK 2 
 
 Ethiopia was the only African nation that successfully resisted the Europeans. 
Its victory was due to one man – Menelik II. He became emperor of Ethiopia in 1889. 
He successfully played Italians, French, and British against each other, all of whom 
were striving to bring Ethiopia into their spheres of influence. In the meantime, he 
built up a large arsenal of advanced and modern weapons purchased from France 
and Russia. In 1889, shortly after Menelik had signed a treaty with Italy, he 
discovered differences between the wording of the treaty in the Ethiopian language 
and in Italian. Menelik believed he was giving up only a tiny portion of Ethiopia.  
 
 However, the Italians claimed all of Ethiopia as a protectorate. Meanwhile, the 
Italian forces were advancing into northern Ethiopia. Menelik declared war. In 1896, 
in one of the greatest battles in the history of Africa – the Battle of Adowa – the 
advanced Ethiopian military successfully defeated the Italians and kept the nation 
independent. After the battle, Menelik continued to stockpile rifles and other 
modern weapons in case another foreign power challenged Ethiopia’s liberty. 
 
 
SOURCE  Beck, R. B., Black, L., Krieger, L.S., Naylor, P.C., Shabaka, D.I. (2006) 
Modern world history: Patterns of interaction. McDougal Littell. p. 349. Published in 
New York, NY. 

 
1.) According to this textbook, why was Ethiopia able to successfully resist Italian 
imperialism? 
 
 
 
 
2.) If we had to continue to stick with textbooks, what kind of textbook would you 
want to read next? 
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TEXTBOOK 3 
 
Foreign Relations with Italy 
 Menelik had very close relations with foreign nations, especially with Italy. The 
relationship between Italy and Ethiopia began as a friendly one, but it deteriorated 
after the Treaty of Wuchale was signed between them in 1889. The cause of the 
conflict was Article XVII of the Wuchale Treaty, which was written differently in 
Amharic (ie Ethiopian language) and Italian. The Amharic version says that Ethiopia 
could use the services of Italy in her foreign relations with Europe. The Italian 
version bound Menelik to make all his foreign decisions through Italy. Menelik asked 
Italy to change the Italian version of Article XVII. Italy refused. As a result, Menelik 
rejected the entire treaty. Thus, when peaceful methods of trying to occupy Ethiopia 
failed, the Italian government began preparation to occupy Ethiopia by force. In 
1895, the Italians invaded Ethiopia in the north. In the same year, 1895, Menelik 
declared war on Italy and marched northwards to fight the Italians. 
 
The Battle of Adwa (1896) 
 The Battle of Adwa was fought in March 1896 between the Ethiopian army 
commanded by Menelik and the Italian army commanded by General Baratieri. The 
Italian commander Baratieri started the battle because he was given orders by the 
Italian prime Minister Crispi to start the war quickly. 
 
 The battle began at dawn on March 1, 1896. The battle lasted for one full day. 
The result of the battle was unexpected and surprising to the world. With high 
morale and a united sense of pride in the nation, the ill-trained and not well-armed 
Ethiopian force defeated the well-trained and well-armed Italian force. Ethiopia was 
victorious because of her people’s high degree of unity, courage and the full support 
of the people. Non-soldiers supported the Ethiopian army. For example, Ethiopian 
women supplied water and arms to the fighters. They carried the wounded to camps 
and encouraged the fighters to fight with great courage. 
 
SOURCE:  Mehari, Getachew, Mamo, A., Alemu, T., T’Giorgis, S., & Dissassa, M. 
(2006). Social studies student textbook: Grade 10. Published in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia: Educational Materials Production and Distribution Enterprise. p. 86-88. 
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1.) According to this  textbook, how was Ethiopia able to successfully resist Italian 
imperialism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) What are differences & similarities in this collection of secondary accounts of the 
Italy & Ethiopia in the Age of New Imperialism? Complete the chart below. 
 
 

DIFFERENCES SIMILARITIES 
  

 
 
 
 
3.) What would be the best collection of evidence (2-3 additional documents) to have 
in trying to answer the central historical question: Why was Ethiopa able to successfully 
resist Italian imperialism? 
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PART III: CREATE & SUPPORT YOUR THESIS 
DIRECTIONS: Create a claim in the space below. After analyzing the provided 
documents and historical information (i.e. timeline), support your claim using what 
you believe to be the best collection of evidence (2-3 documents). Be prepared to 
explain why  your collection of evidence is the best. 
 
 

CLAIM: 
 What is  your response to the central  his tor ical  quest ion of  this  lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION: 

What 2 -3 documents are you using to support  your c laim?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION DEFENSE: 
Why is  your co l lect ion of  evidence the best?  
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CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION: 

WHY WAS ETHIOPIA ABLE 
TO SUCCESSFULLY RESIST 

ITALIAN IMPERIALISM? 

 
DOCUMENT PACKET 
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DOCUMENT A: MENELIK’S MOBILIZATION OF ETHIOPIA 

 
“On September 17th, 1895, nine days 
before Baratieri landed into northern 
Ethiopia, boasting that he could bring 
Menelik back to Italy in a cage, the war-
drums were beating in the palace 
compound 500 miles to the south. With 
little resistance, Ethiopian officers 
summoned the people of Ethiopia to 
hear the words of Jan Hoi, meaning His 
Majesty, Menelik II, the King of Kings. 
Villagers flocked to the address.” 
 
SOURCE:  Thomas Pakenham, 1991. 
“The Scramble for Africa.” Published in 
New York, NY. pg. 475 
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DOCUMENT B: MENELIK’S ADDRESS TO EUROPE 

 

“I have no intention of being an 
indifferent onlooker if the distant 
European powers have the idea of 
dividing up Africa. For Ethiopia 
has existed for more than fourteen 
centuries an island of Christians in 
the middle of the sea of pagans.” 
 
SOURCE:  Menelik II, April 1891. 
From Menelik’s address to the 
European Powers. 
 
  



-                               WORLD HISTORY II | UNIT FIVE: AN AGE OF NEW IMPERIALISM | LESSON 12 CW & HW 

 11 

DOCUMENT C: MENELIK’S ADDRESS TO THE 
VILLAGERS 
 
“….Enemies have come who would ruin our country and 
destroy our religion. They have passed beyond the sea 
which God gave us as our frontier.... Now God willing or 
with God’s help, I will not surrender our country. My 
fellow country folks, I do not believe that I disappointed 
you in the past. You have not also disappointed me. If 
you are strong, then help me with your strength to fight 
the enemy. If you are not strong, I seek your moral 
support for the sake of your children, wife and religion.  
 
 If you seek lame excuse not to join the national 
campaign against our enemy, I will be upset and I will 
not have mercy on you, I will punish you like an enemy 
of the country.” 
 

SOURCE:  Menelik II, September, 1895 in the 
months before the Italian invasion of the Ethiopian 
empire. The statement comes from a speech to 
villagers as observed by Menelik’s personal 
chronicler, Gebre Selassie. 
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DOCUMENT D: THE ROLE OF EMPRESS 
TAITU (MODIFIED) 
 
“From the line of wounded men struggling back across the valley, it 
must have been obvious that the Ethiopians were taking fearful 
losses….Yet, Menelik still kept the advanced sector of his army from 
entering…. 
  
….It was the Empress Taitu who seized the initiative, striding 
forward (according to Menelik’s chronicler, Gebre Selassie) leading 
the ladies of the court. ‘Courage!’ she cried. ‘Victory belongs to the 
people of Ethiopia! Strike! Her own bodyguard then directed their 
fire on the enemy….It was then that Menelik committed his reserve 
of 25,000 soldiers, waving spears & flags, firing rifles and screaming 
war-cries. The Italian army vanished in the smoke, like a ship struck 
by a tidal wave. When the smoke cleared, the Italian army had 
sunk.” 
 
SOURCE:  Thomas Pakenham, 1991. “The Scramble for Africa.” 
Published in New York, NY. pg. 482  
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DOCUMENT E: ETHIOPIAN POEM         (MODIFIED) 
 

“You, lowly city of Rome…. 
In unity under Menelik, savior of the 
world, 
We shall send you swathed in blood 
to your grave… 
And we will not leave even one 
Ethiopian to bear the name of 
Italian…” 
 
SOURCE:  Aleka Gabre Medhen, 1895. Medhen was an 
Ethiopian villager & poet who wrote this poem before 
the battle. The poem was sung by thousands in Addis 
Ababa (capital of Ethiopia) for months before the Battle 
of Adwa. 
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DOCUMENT F: Italian General Account (modified) 
 

“Our soldiers fled the battle 
field as if mad… they threw 
down their rifles to avoid 
emasculation…. The enemy is 
brave, proud and despises 
death.” 

 
VOCABULARY 
Mad: insane 
Emasculation: to be made weaker 

 
SOURCE:  Italian General Oreste Baratieri, February 1896. This 
statement was to Baratieri’ superior generals in regards to the 
Ethiopians that the Italians were facing, in Adwa. 
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DOCUMENT G 
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