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NAME:            BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION -   
WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY THEMES OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT? 

PICTURED BELOW: Famous painting depicting the origins of the Enlightenment  Joseph Wright of Derby, A Philosopher Giving A Lecture at the Orrery, c. 1765 

 

 
PART I: WARM UP 
DIRECTIONS: Make note of the questions posed during the mini-discussion of this section. Use the space below. 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                 

 LESSON OBJECTIVE(S)  
 
1.)  EXPLAIN the primary ideas & themes of the enlightenment  
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PART II: ENLIGHTENMENT THINKERS & THEIR 
IDEAS  
DIRECTIONS: Each passage below is from a prominent 
thinker / philosopher of the Enlightenment and expresses 
some of the primary themes of the Enlightenment. The 
philosophers of the Enlightenment often wrote in a 
language that has become rather foreign and somewhat 
difficult to comprehend in our 21st century. Yet, at the 
time in which these philosophers were writing, their ideas 
were rather clear and explicit to their fellow educated 
classes, especially those whom the main ideas served to 
threaten most. 
 
In the following pages, please: 
 
1.) Read each of the following passages from the 
prominent thinkers / philosophes of the Enlightenment  
 
2.) Explain what you think each passage is primarily about 
in  the corresponding space. 
 
3.) Estimate who you think would be most threatened by 
thinker / philosopher’s idea in the corresponding space. 
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John Locke,  
England - 1632 - 1704 
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PASSAGE #1:  “The only way whereby anyone divests himself of 
his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of civil society, is by 
agreeing with other men to join and unite into a community, for 
their comfortable, safe, and peaceable living one amongst another, 
in a secure enjoyment of their properties, and a greater security 
against any that are not of it…For the People alone can appoint the 
Form of the Commonwealth, which is by constituting the 
Legislative, and appointing in whose hands that shall be…For it is 
the interest, as well as intention of the People to have a fair and 
equal Representative.” 
 
PASSAGE #2: “For no man, or society of men, having a power 
to deliver up their preservation, or consequently the means of it, to 
the absolute will and arbitrary dominion of another; whenever any 
one shall go about to bring them into such a slavish condition, they 
will always have a right to preserve what they have not a power to 
part with; and to rid themselves of those who invade this 
fundamental, sacred, and unalterable law of self-preservation, for 
which they entered into society. And thus the community may be 
said in this respect to be always the supreme power…” 
 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN 
IDEA 

PASSAGE #2 MAIN 
IDEA 

Who would be most  
threatened by these ideas?  
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Voltaire,  
France – 1730’s 
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PASSAGE #1:  “Human law must in every case be based on natural 
law. All over the earth the great principle of both is: Do not unto others 
what you would that they do not unto you. Now, in virtue of this 
principle, one man cannot say to another: “Believe what I believe, and 
what thou canst not believe, or thou shalt perish.” Thus do men speak 
in Portugal, Spain, and Goa. In some other countries they are now 
content to say: “Believe, or I detest thee; believe, or I will do thee all the 
harm I can. Monster, thou sharest not my religion, and therefore hast 
no religion; thou shalt be a thing of horror to thy neighbours, thy city, 
and thy province.” … The supposed right of intolerance is absurd and 
barbaric. It is the right of the tiger; nay, it is far worse, for tigers do but 
tear in order to have food, while we rend each other for paragraphs. 
 
 ….Take a view of the Royal Exchange (trading center) in London, 
where the representatives of all nations meet for the benefit of 
mankind. There the Jew, the Muslim, and the Christian transact 
together as though they all professed the same religion. There the 
Presbyterian confides in the Baptist and the Anglican depends on the 
Quaker’s word….If one religion only were allowed in England, the 
government would very possibly become arbitrary; if there were but two, 
the people would cut one another’s throats; but as there are such a 
multitude, they all live happy and in peace.” 
 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN IDEA Who would be most  threatened by these 

ideas?  
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Montesquieu,  
France – 1689 - 1755  
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PASSAGE #1  “If one only wished to be happy, 
this could easily be accomplished; but we wish to 
be happier than other people, and this is always 
difficult, for we believe others to be happier than 
they are. You are comparing your lot with an 
ideal which is of course better and therefore you 
feel worse.” 
 
PASSAGE #2  “There is as yet no liberty if 
the power of judging be not separated from 
legislative power and the executive power…For 
we can not abuse power, must, by the 
arrangement of things, power checks power.” 
 
 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN 
IDEA 

PASSAGE #2 MAIN 
IDEA 

Who would be most  
threatened by these ideas?  
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Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
France - 1712 - 1778 
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PASSAGE #1 “The heart of the idea of the 
social contract may be stated simply: Each of us 
places his person and authority under the 
supreme direction of the general will, and the 
group receives each individual as an indivisible 
part of the whole…. 
 
 In order that the social contract may not be a 
mere empty formula, everyone must understand 
that any individual who refuses to obey the 
general will must be forced by his fellows to do 
so. This is a way of saying that it may be 
necessary to force a man to be free; freedom in 
this case being obedience to the will of all.” 
 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN IDEA Who would be most  threatened by these 

ideas?  
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Beccaria, 

France - 1738 - 1794 
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PASSAGE #1  “No man can be judged a 
criminal until he be found guilty; nor can society 
take from him the public protection, until it 
have been proved that he has violated the 
conditions on which it was granted. What right, 
then, but that of power, can authorise the 
punishment of a citizen, so long as there remains 
any doubt of his guilt? The dilemma is frequent. 
Either he is guilty, or not guilty. If guilty, he 
should only suffer the punishment ordained by 
the laws, and torture becomes useless, as his 
confession is unnecessary. If he be not guilty, 
you torture the innocent; for, in the eye of the 
law, every man is innocent, whose crime has not 
been proved…” 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN IDEA Who would be most  threatened by these 

ideas?  
  

 
 
 
 



-                              WORLD HISTORY II | UNIT ONE: ENGLIGHTENMENT & THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE & REVOLUTIONS LESSON 3 CW & HW 

 

 13 

Mary Wollstonecraft,  

England - 1759 - 1797 
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PASSAGE#1: “These may be termed utopian dreams. – Thanks to that Being 
who impressed them on my soul, and gave me sufficient strength of mind to dare 
to exert my own reason, till, becoming dependent only on him for the support of 
my virtue, I view, with indignation, the mistaken notions that enslave my sex. 
 
 I love man as my fellow; but his scepter, real, or usurped, extends not to me, 
unless the reason of an individual demands my homage; and even then the 
submission is to reason, and not to man. In fact, the conduct of an accountable 
being must be regulated by the operations of its own reason; or on what 
foundation rests the throne of God?” 
 
                 
 
PASSAGE #2: “I have had in view throughout—namely that to improve both 
sexes they ought to be educated together, not only in private families but also in 
public schools. . . . If boys and girls were permitted to pursue the same studies 
together, they might early learn the graceful decencies that produce modesty. . . . 
Lessons of politeness and decorum (that rulebook that treads on the heels of 
falsehood!) would be made useless by habitual propriety of behaviour. . . . 
 
 So let an enlightened nation run an experiment to discover how far reason 
would bring women back to nature and their duty; let them share the advantages 
of education and government with man, and see whether they become •better as 
they grow •wiser and become free. They can’t be injured by the experiment, 
because it’s not in the power of man to make them more insignificant than they 
are at present.”  
 
PASSAGE #1 MAIN 
IDEA 

PASSAGE #2 MAIN 
IDEA 

Who would be most  
threatened by these ideas?  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



-                              WORLD HISTORY II | UNIT ONE: ENGLIGHTENMENT & THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE & REVOLUTIONS LESSON 3 CW & HW 

 

 15 

TEXTBOOK / NOTES CONTENT 
QUIZ MONDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 
1.) John Locke (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
2.) Voltaire (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
3.) Montesquieu (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
4.) Jean-Jacques Rousseau (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
5.) Beccaria (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
6.) Mary Wollstonecraft (In Lesson 3 handout & textbook) 
7.) Essential Characteristics of the Enlightenment (In Lesson 3 handout) 
 
STUDY TIPS: 
The quiz will be 5 multiple-choice questions based primarily off the 
textbook and class notes.  
 
To prepare, please refer to Lesson 3 notes and textbook pages 551 – 
555 in your textbook. 
 
Make an index card for each term. Commit each to memory!  
That’s it. Short and sweet. 
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STUDY TIPS: 
The quiz will be 5 multiple-choice questions based primarily off the 
textbook and class notes.  
 
To prepare, please refer to Lesson 3 notes and textbook pages 551 – 
555 in your textbook. 
 
Make an index card for each term. Commit each to memory!  
That’s it. Short and sweet. 
 

 


