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NAME:                     BLOCK: 
-  CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION -   

THE GREAT DEPRESSION: 
WHAT WERE THE CONDITIONS & CONSEQUENCES?  

Pictured below: Passers-by & the corpse of a starved man on a street in Ukraine, 1932 – height of the Great Depression 

 
 LESSON OBJECTIVE  
 
1.)  IDENTIFY the conditions of the Great Depression 
 
2.)  EXAMINE  how the Great Depression led to the rise of new politics 
 

 

THIS PACKET IS DUE IN OUR NEXT CLASS!  
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PART II: CAUSES OF THE DEPRESSION 
DIRECTIONS: Read pages 803 to 806 in your 
textbook, and respond to the questions below. 
 
 
1.) What were the primary causes of the global 
depression that began at the end of the 1920’s? 
 
 
 
 
2.) List one cause for each of the following effects of 
the Global Depression: 
 
CAUSE EFFECT 
 American market for 

European goods dropped 
 - Unemployment rates 

soared. 
 - European banks and 

businesses closed 
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PART III: CONDITIONS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
DIRECTIONS: As you read about the global nature of the Great Depression, make note of the 
words in the space provided (on the last page of this packet) that would best describe the 
emotions of a person most heavily by the Great Depression. 

**SEE THE LAST PAGE FOR DETAILS** 

 
ANNUAL INCOME THROUGHOUT THE DEPRESSION  

World History for Us All                                                Big Era 8 Landscape 3 

http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/  Page 14 

Lesson 1 
Student Handout 1.3 
Plot the GDP per capita figures for each country on the same graph. Use a different color to 
connect the points for each country. Then answer the questions below on a separate piece of 
paper. 

GDP Per Capita in International Dollars 
 France  India Malaysia Chile Mexico USSR Germany U.S. 
1929 4,710 728 1,682 3,396 1,757 1,386 4,051 6,899 
1930 4,532 726 1,636 3,143 1,618 1,448 3,973 6,213 
1931 4,235 711 1,548 2,333 1,643 1,462 3,652 5,691 
1932 3,959 709 1,397 2,274 1,373 1,439 3,362 4,908 
1933 4,239 700 1,440 2,652 1,501 1,493 3,556 4,777 
1934 4,192 697 1,540 2,987 1,574 1,630 3,858 5,114 
1935 4,086 680 1,364 3,056 1,660 1,864 4,120 5,467 
1936 4,244 697 1,478 3,056 1,768 1,991 4,451 6,204 
1937 4,487 676 1,308 3,241 1,796 2,156 4,685 6,430 
1938 4,466 668 1,361 3,139 1,794 2,150 4,994 6,126 
1939 4,793 674 1,609 3,178 1,858 2,237 5,406 6,561 

Source: OECD, 2003. 
 

1. On the whole, when did most countries hit bottom during the Great Depression?  
 
2. Which country experienced the steepest decline in living standards? 
 
3. Unlike all the others, one country actually experienced a steady increase in GDP per 

capita during the Great Depression. Which country was it? Do some research to explain 
why. 

 
4. Describe the impact of the Great Depression on India. 
 
5. Find out why Germany made such a strong recovery after 1932. 
 
6. The Malaysian economy declined because it was heavily dependent on two exports. Do 

some research on the history of Malaysia to identify one of them.  
 
7. How high were living standards in the late 1930s compared to the early decade? Had 

most countries recovered to 1929 levels? 
  
8. What surprises you the most about the GDP per capita figures in this exercise? Explain 

why. 



-                               WORLD HISTORY II | UNIT SEVEN: THE RISE OF TOTALITARIANISM & WORLD WAR II  | LESSON 4 CW & HW 

 4 

 
 

THE UNITED STATES – FEBRUARY 1936 
 
“I saw and approached the hungry and desperate 
mother, as if drawn by a magnet. I do not remember 
how I explained my presence or my camera to her, but I 
do remember she asked me no questions. I made five 
exposures, working closer and closer from the same 
direction. I did not ask her name or her history. She 
told me her age, that she was thirty-two. She said that 
they had been living on frozen vegetables from the 
surrounding fields, and birds that the children killed. 
She had just sold the tires from her car to buy food. 
There she sat in that lean- to tent with her children 
huddled around her, and seemed to know that my 
pictures might help her, and so she helped me. There 
was a sort of equality about it.” 
 

SOURCE : Dorthea Lange, 1960. The excerpt above is from Dorthea Lange, the photographer of the 1936 
provided photos famously known as, “Migrant Mother.”  
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GERMANY - 1930 

Featured Above: Unemployment line at an employment office in Hanover, Germany in 1930. 
 

Germany was hit hard by the depression, as American loans to help rebuild the 
German economy after WWI now stopped. Unemployment soared, especially in 
larger cities, and the political system veered toward extremism. The unemployment 
rate reached nearly 30% in 1932. 
 
The effects this unemployment had on German society were devastating. While there 
were few shortages of food, millions found themselves without the means to obtain 
it. The children suffered worst, thousands dying from malnutrition and hunger-
related diseases. Millions of industrial workers – who in 1928 had become the best-
paid blue collar workers in Europe – spent a year or more in idleness. But the Great 
Depression affected all classes in Germany, not just the factory workers. 
Unemployment was high among white-collar workers and the professional classes. A 
Chicago news correspondent in Berlin reported that, “60 per cent of each new 
university graduating class was out of work. 
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SCOTLAND - 1933 

Featured Above:  Scottish farmers work on “allotment” fields for little to no pay in 1932. By 1933 
over 120,000 Glaswegians were living on public assistance, and diseases associated with poverty 
had increased. 
 

The U.K. had never experienced the boom that had characterized the U.S., 
Germany, Canada and Australia in the 1920s, so its bust appeared less severe. 
Britain's world trade fell by half (1929–33), the output of heavy industry fell by a 
third, employment profits plunged in nearly all sectors. At the depth in summer 
1932, registered unemployed numbered 3.5 million, and many more had only part-
time employment. 
 
Particularly hardest hit by economic problems were the industrial and mining areas 
in the north of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. Unemployment 
reached 70% in some areas at the start of the 1930s (with more than 3 million out of 
work nationally) and many families depended entirely on payments from local 
government 
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AUSTRALIA - 1933 

Featured above: Meeting of the Western Australia representatives voting in favor of splitting from the UK in 1933  
 

 
Under economic stress, citizens living in western Australia voted to secede 
from the United Kingdom. Prior to the Great Depression in 1930, the 
State's major export had been wheat. However, with the depression, wheat 
prices plummeted and unemployment in Perth reached 30%, creating 
economic havoc. 
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INDIA - 1930 

 
Featured Above: Mahatma Gandhi leads the “Salt March” at the beginning of India’s great 
economic depression in 1930 
 

 While the heavy salt tax was always a burden to the poor peasant, the 
widespread poverty during the Great Depression made it even more 
difficult for the commoner to procure salt. In response to this tax, between 
March 12, 1930 and April 5, 1930, Mahatma Gandhi marched with over 
30,000 followers and illegally manufactured salt to defy the British Raj’s 
monopoly on salt.   
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CANADA - 1933 
 
 
 
 
 

Featured to the left: Photo of 
“The Single Men's 
Unemployed Association” 
parading to Bathurst Street 
United Church. Toronto, 
Canada – 1933 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 Canada was hit hard by the Great Depression. The worldwide Great 
Depression that started in the United States in late 1929 quickly reached 
Canada. Between 1929 and 1939, the gross national product dropped 40% 
(compared to 37% in the US). Unemployment reached 27% at the depth of 
the Depression in 1933. Many businesses closed, as corporate profits of 
$398 million in 1929 turned into losses of $98 million as prices fell. 
Farmers in the Prairies were especially hard hit by the collapse of wheat 
prices. Despite the emergence of numerous radical parties, the government 
was run by the major parties. 
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CANADA – 1932 

Featured Above: Police triggered a riot after attempting to clear the street at this 1932 
demonstration organized by the Vancouver Unemployed Workers' Association 
 

The Great Depression hit Vancouver like a hammer. The city already 
suffered chronic high unemployment owing to the seasonal nature of BC’s 
resource-based economy, and even in the supposedly prosperous 1920s, 
Vancouver was known as a “Mecca for the unemployed.” After the 
economic collapse, people who couldn’t find work at home drifted to 
Terminal City in unprecedented numbers. 
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CHILE – 1933 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Featured left: Women 
working in one of the 
hundreds of soup kitchens 
in Santiago in support of 
the excess amount of 
unemployed and starving 
members of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Depression that begun 1929 was felt strongly in Chile from 1930 to 1932. 
The World Economic Survey of the League of Nations declared Chile the worst 
affected nation by the depression.  The economic crisis rose the levels of 
unemployment and caused a migration of unemployed  miners from the north to 
Santiago. Miners constituted around 6% of the active population but made up more 
than half of the unemployed during the crisis.Numerous soup kitchens sprang up in 
Santiago while homeless people begun to dwell in caves in the hills around Santiago. 
The state responded to the crisis by gradually raising tariffs, increasing internal 
demand and increasing control over the "flux and use" of foreign currency. 
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JAPAN - 1933 

Featured above: Photo of rural Japanese children eating white radish, 1933. 
 

While the United States was still struggling to emerge from the Great 
Depression at the end of the 1930s, Japan had emerged from its own period 
of depression by the mid-1930s. Yet most citizens hit hardest by their 
economic depression from the rural areas, the effects of the depression were 
devastating and poverty was widespread. 
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PART IV: CONDITIONS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
DIRECTIONS: Based on what you have seen and read about the global depression, 
write down the words that would best describe the emotions of an individual, heavily 
impacted by the Great Depression in the space provided. 
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1.) What countries do you think were hit hardest by the Great 
Depression? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) How do you think economic turmoil of this scale may influence 
public opinion towards the economic policies that were in practice 
as the Great Depression unfolded? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.) How do you think the Great Depression may have impacted the 
social circumstances of a country hit particularly hard by the 
economic collapse? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.) How do you think the Great Depression may have impacted the 
social circumstances of a country hit particularly hard by the 
economic collapse? 
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PART V: CONSEQUENCES OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
DIRECTIONS: Read the quote below and respond to the guiding question in the 
space provided. 
 
On a scale of 1 – 10, how likely do you think an individual most heavily impacted by 
the Great Depression would be easily persuaded by a politician known for making 
statements like the one featured below: 
“Citizens, 
 
Rich and poor, city and country, the educated and uneducated, 
 
The task of politics is not to represent just one group. Rather the task of politics must 
be to overcome divisions for a greater good…. 
 
In our hands alone, lies our destiny…. 
 
And..the most precious possession you have in the world is your own people. And for 
this people, and for the sake of this people, we will struggle and fight, and never 
slacken, never tire, never lose courage, and never lose faith….. 
 
Everyone must have the belief that there’s always someone in a much worse situation 
than I am, and this person I want to help as a comrade...” 

 
UNLIKELY        VERY LIKELY 
1    2       3    4       5    6        7     8     9   10 
 
EXPLANATION: 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                


