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NAME:            BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION -   
WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY THEMES OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT? 

PICTURED BELOW: The American Constitution, drafted in 1787. The U.S. Constitution established America’s national government and fundamental laws, and guaranteed certain basic 
rights for its citizens. It was signed on September 17, 1787, by delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, presided over by George Washington. 

 

 
PART I: WARM UP 
DIRECTIONS: Make note of the questions posed during the mini-discussion of this section. Use the space below. 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
  

 LESSON OBJECTIVE(S)  
 
1.)  DEFINE representative democracy 
 
2.)  EVALUATE the extent to which the American Revolution was real ly revolutionary  
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PART II: ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 
DIRECTIONS: Record each definition in its corresponding space. 

 

KEY REVOLUTION VOCABUALRY 
Course Definition of Republic: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Course Definition of Revolution: 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
To what extent was the American Revolution real ly revolutionary?  

 

BEFORE 
THE REVOLUTION 

1700 – 1750’s 

DURING 
THE REVOLUTION 

1760’s – 1783 

AFTER 
THE REVOLUTION 

1784 – 1850’s 
- The English colonies of North 
America were under British authority 
 
- Cultural identity of the politically 
powerful was predominantly English 
 
- The English colonies operated without 
representation in Parliament (i.e. the 
British legislative system in England) 
 
- English Government structure 
throughout  England was based on 
Enlightenment principles of natural 
rights, representative democracy, 
governmental checks & balances, 
religious toleration, freedom of speech 
and protection of the accused  
 
- Colonial government structure within  
each of the colonies consisted of 
elected assemblies (governors, mayors, 
councils, etc) largely dominated and 
created by wealthy land-owning, 
educated elite white Christian men of 
English ancestry 
 
- Poor rural farmers, women, 
indigenous and enslaved people could 
not in any mode of government 
 
- Indigenous & Enslaved people of 
America existed without legitimate 
property or legal rights in the eyes of 
the British government 
 
- Slavery was a legal practice throughout 
the 13 English colonies 

- A new sense of cultural 
identity emerged as 
‘American’ for the politically 
powerful organizers of the 
revolution 
 
- The politically powerful 
leaders of the American 
Revolution declared political 
independence from British 
authority in the name of the 
Enlightenment idea of the 
‘right to revolt’ 
 
- The politically powerful 
leaders of the American 
Revolution organized & 
waged a violent war against 
the British government in 
the name of the 
Enlightenment idea of the 
‘right to revolt’ 
 
- The 13 English colonies 
along the eastern coast of 
North America united as a 
collective, military and 
political force against British 
rule 
 
- The united colonies allied 
with the French government 
as a military force against 
British rule over its North 
American colonies 

- The former English colonies emerged 
an independent and united country of 
13 states under the rule of its own 
government as a republic 
 
- American Government structure 
throughout  and overseeing all of the 
newly independent states mirrored that 
of England’s government with a 
Constitution and Bill of Rights based 
on Enlightenment principles of natural 
rights, representative democracy, 
governmental checks & balances, 
religious toleration, freedom of speech 
and protection of the accused  
 
- State Government structure within  
each of the states consisted of local 
elected assemblies (governors, mayors, 
councils, etc) largely dominated and 
created by wealthy land-owning, 
educated, elite, white Christian men of 
English ancestry 
 
- Poor rural farmers, women, indigenous 
and enslaved people could not in any 
mode of government 
 
- Indigenous & Enslaved people of 
America existed without legitimate 
property or legal rights in the eyes of the 
British government 
 
- Slavery was a legal practice throughout 
the 13 English colonies 
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PART III: The American Revolution - To what extent was the American Revolution really revolutionary? 
DIRECTIONS: With the person sitting next to you, create a thesis statement in response to the question below, 
using the information on page 3 as your background knowledge to respond. Be sure to record the student 
example in the corresponding space below. 
 

To what extent was the American Revolution real ly revolutionary? Why? 
 

YOUR RESPONSE: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT EXAMPLE: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK 

Check Googleclassroom for tonight’s homework regarding the French Revolution. 


