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NAME:            BLOCK: 
 

- CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION(S) -   
HOW & WHY DID THE OTTOMAN-TURKS SCAPEGOAT THE ARMENIANS? 

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TOTAL WAR & GENOCIDE? 
FEATURED BELOW: Armenian refugees during World War I, photographer unknown. 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVE(S) 
 
1.) DESCRIBE  “the historical conflict between Ottoman Turks & Armenians in the context of the Armendian Genocide  
 
2.)  EXPLAIN the relationship between Total War and Genocide 
 
 
PART I: WARM UP 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to the Warm Up question. Make note of any meaningful comments in the following 
mini-discussion. 
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PART II: BACKGROUND ON THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE & ARMENIA 
DIRECTIONS: Study the timeline below & map on page 4. Read the background excerpt and 
respond to the following questions. 

 
OTTOMAN EMPIRE & ITS RELATION WITH ARMENIA TIMELINE 

 
6TH CENTURY B.C.E  – KINGDOM OF ARMENIA ESTABLISHED   
 
301 A.C.E. BECOMES THE FIRST STATE TO ADOPT CHRISTIANITY  AS ITS 
OFFICIAL RELIGION  
 
1299  – OTTOMAN EMPIRE ESTABLISHED 
 
1453  – ARMENIA BECOMES PART OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AFTER THE FALL OF 
THE ROMAN- BYZANTINE EMPIRE 
 
1520  – OTTOMAN EMPIRE GOLDEN AGE UNDER THE SULTAN (ie King, Emperor, etc) 
“SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT” 
 
1683 – 1827  – OTTOMAN EMPIRE BEGINS LONG PERIOD OF DECLINE, SLOWLY 
LOSING LAND 
 
1850’s – INTELLECTUAL CLASS OF ARMENIAN  MEMBERS OF OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
EMERGE FROM ACCESS TO WESTERN EDUCATION & PROTEST MUSLIM 
OPPRESSION OF ARMENIANS 
 
1894 – 1896  – OTTOMAN SULTAN VIOLENTLY OPPRESSES ARMENIAN-OTTOMANS 
IN THE “HAMIDIAN MASSACRES” 
 
1908  – TURKEY “YOUNG TURK REVOLUTION” DETHRONES SULTAN 
 
1912 – 1913 – BALKAN WARS IN SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE COST OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE MOST OF EMPIRE EXCEPT FOR ISTANBUL & SURROUNDING LAND TO 
DEFEND THE EMPIRE’S CAPITAL, CREATING A GREATER CONCENTRATION OF 
MUSLIM-OTTOMANS & CHRISTIAN-OTTOMANS IN ONE PLACE 
 
1914  – OTTOMAN EMPIRE ALLIES ITSELF WITH GERMANY, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY & 
ITALY UPON THE OUTBREAK OF WORLD WAR I 
 
1915  – TURKISH-OTTOMAN EMPIRE LEADERS BEGIN THE EXTERMINATION OF 
THE ARMENIAN POPULATION OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
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 By the time of World War I, the Ottoman Empire was on the brink of falling apart. At its 
peak in the 16th Century, it had stretched across North Africa, the Middle East, and Eastern 
Europe. The majority of the population was Turkish, most of whom practiced Islam. But because 
it was so big, the Ottoman Empire had a diverse population (Armenians, Bulgarians, Croatians, 
Greeks, Romanians, Serbs, etc.), many of whom were Christians (and some of whom were Jews). 
Even though it was an Islamic state—the sultan who ruled the empire had both political and 
religious power—residents of the Ottoman Empire were allowed religious freedom. But all peoples 
were not treated equally—Ottoman Armenians, for instance, had to pay higher taxes and were 
prevented from entering certain professions. 
  
 
 During the 19th century, the power of the Ottoman Empire declined. Non-Muslims were 
forced to pay even higher taxes and had no legal means to protect themselves. During the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, the Ottoman Empire lost a lot of land (and therefore power and prestige) 
as different ethnic groups (who we were unhappy under Ottoman rule) carved their own nations 
out of Ottoman territory—Greece in 1829, Romania and Serbia in 1878, Bulgaria in 1908, 
Albania in 1913. Armenians, though, were scattered throughout the Ottoman Empire, and that 
made it harder for them to unify and fight for independence. For a long time, Armenians were 
forced to wait for reforms from within the government of the Ottoman Empire. When those 
reforms didn’t come, Armenians started to organize protests for civil rights. 
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 At roughly the same time, some Turks were also pushing for change to the Ottoman 
government. In 1908, a group called the Young Turks, was able to force the sultan to agree to a 
constitutional government. The Young Turks introduced programs that promoted the 
modernization of the Ottoman Empire and a new spirit of Turkish nationalism. In the years 
before World War I, as the Ottoman Empire continued to lose power and territory, these 
nationalists gained more and more influence. They looked for a scapegoat to blame for the 
decline of the empire, so they targeted Armenians and other minorities. 
 
 In 1913 the Turkish nationalists staged a coup (a government takeover) and took power. 
Their message was that the diversity of the Ottoman Empire had made it weak, and that 
minorities like the Armenians (and other Christian groups) should be deported or resettled 
elsewhere. When World War I began, the new Turkish government allied itself with Germany 
and Austria-Hungary. (The Turks thought Germany’s military was the strongest in Europe and 
therefore had the best chance of winning the war.) Soon after the war began, the nationalist 
Turks who were now in charge began to round up Armenian intellectuals and community 
leaders. What happened next can only be described as genocide.  
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
1.) What different groups of people had lived together for centuries in the Ottoman Empire? 
 
 
 
 
2.) How had things changed by the late 19th and early 20th centuries? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.) Who were the Young Turks and what were their goals? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.) What was the situation in the Ottoman Empire in 1913-1914? 
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PART III: VIDEO RESPONSE 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following questions as you watch the video. Feel free to use the time-blocks to 
speed-up the viewing process. 
 

1.) How many Armenians were put to death during the Genocide?       
 
 
2.) Where did the Armenian people originally come from (some 2500 years ago)? (3:07)  
 
 
3.) What, as of the year 301, was the religion of the Armenian people?     
 
 
4.) Please fill in the blank at the following time-stamp: 
 
 5:31: “Discriminatory, unequal, hierarchical, but if you obeyed, you could get along, and 
Armenians did rather well for centuries, actually. You could be an Ottoman Armenian, that was 
wonderful, but if you tried simply to be an Armenian, then that was an act of       
against the state. 
 
5.) Please fill in the blank for the following statement at  6:55  that reads as follows: 
  
 This violence of the 1890s is what I would call repressive violence. That is, a relatively weak 
government, in order to maintain its control over the local population, uses as an instrument of 
government—massacre…to establish laws and order, to keep those rebellious elements in their place. 
This repressive violence leads to what you might call a   or a culture of violence, in which 
violence then becomes justified.  
 
6.) Between 1894 and 1896, how many people are estimated to have been killed in the 
Hamidian Massacres?  
 
 
7.) In 1908, what new political movement came to power in the Ottoman Empire? 
 
 
8.) Please fill in the blank for the following statement at  9:21  that reads as follows: 
 In 1912-1913, within two weeks, the Ottomans lost almost 75% of their European territories. 
That is why the       is the basic element, the basic factor of the emergence 
of Turkish nationalism.  
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9.) What did the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire hope to achieve out of their alliance with 
Germany in WWI? (13:10) 
 
 
 
 
 
10.) Why was there a heightened level of anger on behalf of the Turkish Ottomans directed 
towards the Armenian Ottomans? How can the word “scapegoat”  be used in your 
response? 
 
 
 
 
 
11.) List the ways in which the Ottoman Empire conducted its oppression & violence 
against Armenians in 1915. Use specific details from the video to support your answer. 
(16:45-  29:30) 
 
-       - 
 
-       - 
 
-       -  
 
-       -  
 
 

12) Does the way in which the Turkish-Ottomans killed the Armenians seem strategic? In 
other words, does it seem like typical killing done in a time of war, or does it seem like an 
intended, well thought out systematic plan? Why? 
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PART IV: TOTAL WAR CONNECTION 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following questions. 
 
In what ways do you think the Armenian Genocide is part of “total war”? 
                
 
                
 
                
 
The historian Jay Winter has said that total war “created the military, political, and cultural space in which 
genocide could occur.” What do you think he means?  
 
                
 
                
 
                
 

HOMEWORK 
DIRECTIONS: Picking up the video at 36:59,  respond to the following 
questions below and complete the concept map of genocide based on the 
video’s definition of genocide. 
 
 
1.) After the fall of the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War I, a 
Turkish man by the name of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk took to the stage of 
Turkey. Atatürk embarked upon a program of political, economic, and 
cultural reforms, seeking to transform the former Ottoman Empire into a 
modern, secular, and democratic nation-state. Under his leadership, 
thousands of new schools were built, primary education was made free 
and compulsory, and women were given equal civil and political rights, 
while the burden of taxation on peasants was reduced.  
 
How does the documentary explain how the new country of Turkey responded to its previous empire’s treatment of the 
Armenians?                 
               Mustafa Kemal Ataturk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) How is the documentary defining the concept of “genocide”? (43:25)  


