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NAME:            BLOCK: 
 
DIRECTIONS: Using the rubric & exemplary model on the back of this page as your guide, write a one -page (and 
no more!), double-spaced (and no less!) short-answer essay to the following central historical question: 
 

CENTRAL HISTORICAL QUESTION: 
TO WHAT EXTENT WAS ENGLAND SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR BEGINNING THE INDUSTRIAL AGE? 

 
To out line your essay, use the graphic. The graphic organizer is due in-class on FRIDAY, and the essay will be 
due Friday night via turnitin.com. The assignment will be worth one quiz grade. 
 
THESIS/CLAIM STATEMENT: 
(3 – 5 SENTENCES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARGUMENTATION 
**THIS PARAGRAPH SHOULD INCLUDE BOTH A COUNTER—CLAIM & EVIDENCE SUPPORT FOR THESIS STATEMENT** 
(5 - 8 SENTENCES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONCLUSION 
(2 - 3 SENTENCES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUBRIC & EXEMPLARY MODEL ON OTHER SIDE OF PAGE ! ! ! 
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**DO NOT WRITE MORE THAN ONE PAGE, SINGLE-SPACED WITH MARGINS NO-LESS THAN ONE INCH.** 

 

 
 

EXEMPLARY MODEL ON THE OTHER SIDE ! ! ! 
 
 

WRITING 
COMPONENT 
DESCRIPTION 

EXEMPLARY 
4 PTS 

PROFICIENT 
3 PTS 

DEVELOPING 
2 PTS 

BASIC/ EMERGENT 
1PT 

THESIS 
STATEMENT 
Providing the reader with a 
clear, arguable statement of 
purpose for the text that 
can be supported by 
reasoning and evidence 

The text introduces 
the topic in a 
compelling manner 
that is specific, 
clearly arguable and 
takes a purposeful  
& easily identifiable 
position on an 
issue.  

The text introduces 
the topic in an 
interesting manner 
that is clear, 
arguable and takes 
an identifiable 
position on an 
issue.  

The text introduces a 
topic in a general 
manner that is 
seemingly arguable 
and takes a position.  

The text contains an unclear 
or emerging claim that 
suggests a vague position.  

DEVELOPMENT 
Providing the reader with 
sufficient data and evidence 
to back up an overall claim 
and conclusion that support 
the argument. 

The text provides 
convincing and 
relevant data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim and 
effectively addresses 
counterclaims.  
 
The conclusion 
strengthens the 
claim and evidence. 

The text provides 
sufficient and 
relevant data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim and 
addresses 
counterclaims fairly.  
 
The conclusion 
effectively reinforces 
the claim and 
evidence. 

The text provides 
sufficient data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim and 
addresses 
counterclaims.  
 
 
The conclusion ties 
to the claim and 
evidence. 

The text provides data and 
evidence that attempts to back 
up the claim and unclearly 
addresses counterclaims or 
lacks counterclaims.  
 
The conclusion restates the 
position. 

COHESION 
Providing the reader with 
text that uses words, 
phrases, and clauses that 
link and unify the major 
sections of the text, while 
clarifying the relationships 
between the claim, 
reasoning, evidence, and 
between claims and 
counterclaims. 

The text 
strategically uses 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of 
the text.  
 
The text explains 
the relationships 
between the claim 
and evidence.  
 
The text 
strategically links 
the counterclaims 
to the claim. 

The text skillfully 
uses words, phrases, 
and clauses to link 
the major sections 
of the text.  
 
The text identifies 
the relationship 
between the claim 
and the evidence.  
 
The text effectively 
links the 
counterclaims to 
the claim. 

The text contains 
limited words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to link the major 
sections of the text.  
 
The text connects the 
claim and reasons.  
 
The text links the 
counterclaims to the 
claim. 

The text uses words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text.  
 
The text attempts to connect 
the claim and reasons. 

STYLE & 
CONVENTION 
Providing the reader with 
text that presents a formal, 
objective tone that 
demonstrates standard 
English conventions of 
usage and mechanics 

The text presents 
an engaging, formal 
and objective tone 
& uses rich 
historical 
vocabulary 
throughout 
argument to 
articulate main 
ideas. 

The text presents an 
appropriate and 
formal, objective 
tone, using rich 
historical 
vocabulary while 
demonstrating 
standard English 
conventions of 
usage & mechanics. 

The text presents a 
formal, objective tone 
and sporadically uses 
rich historical 
vocabulary. The text 
demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics. 

The text illustrates a limited 
awareness of formal tone 
while using general language 
that is not historical-based. 
The text demonstrates some 
accuracy in standard English 
conventions of usage and 
mechanics. 
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 EXEMPLARY MODEL AS SCORED BY NATIONAL COMMON CORE GRADING STANDARD: 

 
 TO WHAT EXTENT WAS THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION A EUROPEAN PHENOMENON? 

  
 When looking back on the history of the world, there is little doubt in regards to the 
urgency of the European advances in scientific thought, commonly known as the Scientific 
Revolution. The great progressions in world history are directly linked to the Scientific 
Revolution. Yet, to what extent was the Scientific Revolution purely a European phenomenon? 
Although conventional wisdom holds that the acquisition of information based on logic & reason 
emerged from Europe’s scientists in the 16th & 17th centuries, evidence of advances in the same 
scientific thought date back to the Arab scientists from the 10th & 11th centuries. Therefore, if the 
Scientific Revolution is to be presented as the dawn of reason & logic, the study should not take 
place solely through the lens of a European focus.  
 
 The extent to which Europe was solely responsible for the Scientific Revolution is 
illustrated by a close look into history. The rapid turnout of scientific theories based on logic & 
reason from Europe in the 16th, 17th & 18th centuries certainly showcase a continental hotbed of 
discovery. However, while Copernicus’ theory of a heliocentric universe in the 16th century 
challenged religious authority in Europe by disproving Aristotle’s theory of a geocentric universe, 
and, ultimately led to Newton’s mathematically-derived theory of universal gravitation in the 17th 
century, logical assertions about the universe showcase a lesser European-based origin in this type 
of deductive thinking when looking into other regions of the world. Dating as far back as the 11th 
century, several philosophers and scientists from Persia were already applying the use deductive 
reasoning to quandaries of the universe. For example, in his “Book of Optics” in 1021, Persian 
scientist, Al-Hazen, employed the scientific method of logic and reason to assert that Euclid & 
Ptolemy’s theory of eyes emitting rays of light used for seeing was wrong, as well as Aristotle’s 
“intromission theory.” In other words, using reason & logic to disprove Aristotle may have been a 
revolutionary act to Europe in the 16th century, but not to the Middle East. Other Persian 
scientists such as Al Biruni and Avicenna also furthered the use of scientific method in 
challenging ancient theories while creating new ones in the 11th century. The mere geographical 
fact of the matter that scientists from Persia were advancing the study of the universe in the 11th 
century shatters the claim that the Scientific Revolution was solely a European phenomenon 
beginning in the 16th century. 
  
 In conclusion, while it is not uncommon to believe that the Scientific Revolution was a 
European phenomenon comprised of profound advances in scientific thought from the minds of 
Europeans, a closer look into the 11th century scientific thought of the Middle East disproves this 
theory. The use of logic & reason and mathematically derived theories were not specific or unique 
on the world’s stage in the 16th century. Despite the fact that the scientific discoveries taking place 
in Europe throughout the 16th, 17th & 18th centuries gave birth to the Enlightenment, the 
philosophers & scientists of Persia clearly began the mathematically-based & blasphemous 
practice of challenging the long-held ideas of the ancient period long before scientists of Europe. 

 
 


