
LANDMARK EVENTS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION TIMELINE 
 
1607 – First English colony established on North American soil. 
 
 
1651 –English government establishes Navigation Acts to prevent their North American colonies from trading w/ other countries 
 
 
1689 – Enlightenment philosopher John Locke from England publishes, Two Treatises of Government, arguing for gov.t power to come from 
consent of the people (the foundation of modern democracy) and man’s natural right to life, liberty & property. 
 
 
1748 – Enlightenment philosopher Montesquieu publishes The Spirit of Laws, arguing for a separation of powers in gov.t between an executive 
branch (president, prime minister, etc.), legislative branch (congress, parliament, etc.)  
 
 
1750 – England establishes 13 prosperous colonies on the coast of North America, growing the power of the England’s empire.  
 
 
1756 – 1760’s –English economy is drained by The Seven Years’ War + French & Indian War in North America. 
 
 
1762 – Enlightenment philosopher Rousseau, publishes, The Social Contract, arguing for a system of a more direct and representative democracy, 
calling for publicly held elections of the executive and legislative branches of government. 
 
 
1764 – 1766 – The Tea Act, Sugar Act, Stamp Act & the Declaratory Act are passed by the English government, without the consent of the colonists, 
as a way to increase the taxes paid by colonists to the English government. 
 
 
1770 – 1773 – Boston Massacre & Boston Tea Party occur in response to the growing violence between patr iots  & loya l i s t s . 
 
 
1774 – Bostonian sea captain, John Malcom, is brutally victimized by patriots for his alleged loyalist views of the Tea Act.  
 
 
1775 – April, Battle of Lexington & Concord occurs, marking the beginning of the American Revolutionary War. 
 
 
1776 – January, Thomas Paine  publishes “Common Sense,” arguing for independence from Britain and the creation of a democratic 
republic. Its publication in January 1776 immediately added fuel to the patriot movement. 
 
 
1776 – Declarat ion of  Independence  is written by Thomas Jefferson with the intention of building a republ ic , listing reasons for declaring 
independence from the rule of the English government and man’s right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
 
 
1783 – American Revolutionary War officially ends with the Treaty of Paris.  
 
 
1787 – The U.S.  Const i tut ion  is drafted in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, establishing a government for the United States of America based 
on system of checks  & balances  and separation of powers and meant to be run by a system of representative democracy. 
 
 
1789 – French Revolution begins 

**USE THIS TIMELINE TO PREPARE FOR BOTH YOUR CONTENT QUIZ  & THE SOCRATIC SEMINAR** 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION CONTENT 
QUIZ 

 
DATE: WEDENSDAY JANUARY 8th  

 
WORTH: 1/3rd OF A QUIZ GRADE 

 
CONTENT QUIZ DESCRIPTION: 
 

 
 On Wednesday, you will have a five question, multiple-choice quiz based on 
American Revolution content from the timeline (on the other side of this page) and 
the previous readings from the night before.  
 
 The quiz will consist of key content (i.e. vocabulary, landmark events, etc) from 
the unit section on the American Revolution. Preparing for this quiz will equip you 
with the rich historical evidence that you wil l  need to be able to use on the test  at 
the end of the unit . Therefore, taking this quiz seriously will, in turn, prepare you 
for being ready to take the test. All vocabulary and content is essential to responding 
to the unit’s essential question. 
 
 The following week you will have another five questions on the French 
Revolution, and then another quiz in the following week on the Haitian Revolution. 
The three quizzes will be totaled up to make up one primary quiz grade.  
 
 As always, I am available after-school until 5:00 pm for extra help (except 
Mondays until 3:00). Please feel free to get in touch and schedule an after-school 
session with me. Many students have found it very  helpful to their understanding! 
 
 


