
LANDMARK EVENTS OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION TIMELINE 
Landmark Events of the French Revolution Timeline 
 
1775-1783:  The American Revolution. France fights on behalf of the American colonists. The war leaves France  
   heavily in debt. 
 
1788-1789:  Extremely cold winter and poor grain harvests in France; price of bread doubles 
 
May 1789:  Needing to raise taxes, Louis XVI calls 1st meeting of Estates -General  in 175 years  
 
June 1789:  Dissatisfied with their position in the Estates-General, Third Estate  establishes National Assembly— 
   means end of absolute monarchy and the beginning of revolution 
 
July 14, 1789: Mob in Paris storms the Bastille, a Paris prison—becomes symbol of revolution 
 
July-Aug, 1789:  “The Great Fear”—peasants burn down nobles’ manor houses and destroy records of feudal dues. Fearful 
   of peasant revolt, the National Assembly abolishes the feudal system—no more special privileges for nobles 
   and clergy. As a result, many nobles leave France—they are now émigrés. 
 
Aug. 26, 1789: National Assembly adopts “Declaration of  Rights  of  Man and Cit izen .” Echoes the American  
   Declaration of Independence and the ideas of the Enlightenment. The Old Regime  is disappearing.  
 
1790:    All clergy forced to take an oath to the new state. Emergence of Jacobins , radical revolutionaries who want 
   to do  without the king and remake French culture completely. 
 
1791:   Louis XVI attempts to escape from France. Jacobins gain power as a result. 
 
Sept. 1791:  National Assembly creates constitutional monarchy with king as symbolic ruler. Legislature now known as 
   the “Legislative Assembly”. 
 
April 1792:  Legislative Assembly declares war on Austria and Prussia 
 
Sept. 1792:  Mass killing in Paris of 1200 prisoners (including many priests) because it was feared they would join with 
   invading Prussians to overturn the Revolution 
 
Sept. 1792:  Legislative Assembly dissolves itself. The king is removed. A new National Convention is elected by  
   universal manhood suffrage. France is declared a republic. 
 
Jan. 1793:  Louis XVI tried, found guilty, and executed. 
 
1793-1794:  Radicals, led by Maximillien Robespierre, launch a campaign—the Reign of  Terror—to rid France of its  
   enemies. 40,000 people are killed. 
 
Mid-1794:  Robespierre loses support and is executed.. 
 
1795-1799:  France ruled by Directory, made up of five men, all moderates. 
 
1799-1810:  Napoleon Bonaparte, a French general, takes power in a coup d’état, or violent overthrow of existing gov.t. 
   French people vote overwhelmingly for a new constitution, granting Napoleon enormous power and  
   earning the self-proclaimed title of “Emperor,” starting a series of wars throughout Europe.   
 
1814-1815:  Napoleon is eventually defeated. European monarchies meet at Congress of Vienna. Agreement to respect 
   each other’s borders and to cooperate in preventing future revolutions and war. France becomes a  
   monarchy again.  

 
 



 
 
 

FRENCH REVOLUTION CONTENT QUIZ 
 

DATE: (no earlier) TUESDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 2014  
 

WORTH: 1/3rd OF A QUIZ GRADE 
 

CONTENT QUIZ DESCRIPTION: 
 

 
 On (no earlier than) Tuesday, you will have a five question, multiple-choice quiz based on 
French Revolution content from the timeline, (on the other side of this page), mini-lecture and the 
previous readings from the night before.  
 
 The quiz will consist of key content (i.e. vocabulary, landmark events, etc) from the unit section 
on the French Revolution. Preparing for this quiz will equip you with the rich historical evidence 
that you wil l  need to be able to use on the test  at the end of the unit . Therefore, taking this 
quiz seriously will, in turn, prepare you for being ready to take the test. All vocabulary and content is 
essential to responding to the unit’s essential question. 
 
 The following week you will have another five questions on the Haitian Revolution,. In 
addition to your American Revolution quiz, the three quizzes will be totaled up to make up one 
primary quiz grade.  
 
 As always, I am available after-school until 5:00 pm for extra help (except Mondays until 3:00). 
Please feel free to get in touch and schedule an after-school session with me. Many students have 
found it very  helpful to their understanding! 
 
 


